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Comttg  Doromjb  of  Eastbourne,  1915. 


Situation. — Latitude,  50°  46'  N.  ; Longitude,  0°  17'  E. 

Elevation  of  the  Area  Built  Over. — Varies  from  140  feet 
above  (at  the  West  End)  to  4 feet  below  high  water  mark 
(in  East  of  the  Borough). 

SLOPE.-From  West  to  East.  AsPECT.-South  and  South-East. 

Area. — Of  the  Borough,  6833  acres,  including  foreshore  332 
acres  ; of  the  part  built  over,  about  2300  acres. 

Density  of  Population. — For  the  Borough,  8 persons  per 
acre  ; for  the  part  built  over,  about  28. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses. — At  census  of  1891, 
5,190;  at  Census  of  1901,  7,088;  at  Census  of  1911, 
8,967. 

Population. — Census  (1891),  34,960  ; Census  (1901),  43,344; 
Jan.  24th,  1909,  49,286;  Census  (1911),  52,542.  Esti- 
mated, 1915,  55,500.  Reg.-General’s  Estimate  of  Civil 
population,  47,125. 

Rateable  Value. — £459,185  2s.  6d. 

General  District  Rate,  1915,  3s.  2d.  Poor  Rate,  2s.  6d. 
Total,  5s.  8d. 

Birth-Rate. — 13.9  per  1,000. 

Death-Rates. — Including  all  deaths,  13.2  ; nett  death-rate, 
12.89.  Zymotic,  i.e.,  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases,  .69  per  1,000. 

Nett  Infantile  Mortality,  98.8  per  1,000  births. 

Mean  Annual  Temperature. — 50.1  degrees  Fahr.  (1914, 
50.7). 

Hours  of  Bright  Sunshine. — 1,743  hours  (1911,  2,148; 
1913,1,609;  1914,1946). 

Total  Rainfall. — 36.87  inches  (1912,  37.53;  1913,  31.86; 
1914,  31.14). 
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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  to  the  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of  Eastbourne. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Local  Government  Board 
Order  as  to  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I 
have  the  honour  of  submitting  herewith  my  Twenty-second 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  Eastbourne,  its  Vital 
Statistics,  and  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  during 
the  year  1915. 

I have  also,  in  accordance  with  Section  132  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  161,  submitted  a report  on 
the  work  done  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. 
This  is  incorporated  with  the  following  Report.  The  Register 
of  Workshops,  which  has  to  be  kept  by  the  Authority,  is  duly 
kept  in  my  Department. 

In  accordance  with  instructions,  copies  of  this  Report 
have  been  sent  to  the  Home  Office,  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  to  the  Central  Midwives'  Board. 

The  Report  is  abbreviated  this  year,  owing  to  the  war, 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Local  Government 

Board. 

Although  mobilised  for  Army  Service  and  employed 
therein  I have  not  been  removed  from  my  work  here. 
Directly  war  was  declared  I volunteered  for  service  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  being  passed  as  physically  fit,  and  was 
called  up  to  attend  to  the  health  of  local  troops. 

My  military  duties  as  Sanitary  Officer,  Inspector  of 
Local  Auxiliary  Hospitals,  Bacteriologist,  Member  of  the 
Quartering  Committee  of  the  District,  and  Officer  in  charge 
of  Infectious  Sick  Troops  have  been  so  mingled  with  the 
care  of  the  civilian  health,  that  it  would  have  been  difficult 
to  separate  the  two,  especially  when  there  was  extensive 
billeting  in  the  Borough. 
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Messrs.  Spears  and  Ollett  carried  on  the  duties  of  Sani- 
tary Inspection,  formerly  requiring  three  or  four  Inspectors, 
without  assistance,  and  had  to  put  in  a very  large  amount  of 
work,  which  they  have  done  in  a most  satisfactory  manner 
throughout  the  year. 

The  figures  as  to  death  and  other  rates  are  complicated 
by  the  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  exact  population. 
Deaths  of  Eastbournians  in  war  not  being  published  are  not 
included  in  the  returns  in  this  Report.  In  common  with 
the  Country  generally  the  death-rate  increased  considerably 
dilring  1915.  The  increase  of  deaths  was  mainly  in  old 
persons,  and  was  partly  due  indirectly  to  the  war. 

There  was  a great  reduction  in  the  birth-rate  and  a 
slight  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births.  Details 
will  be  found  in  the  Report. 

The  Report  will  show  not  only  very  little  decrease  in 
the  amount  of  work  done,  but  that,  mainly  due  to  the  energy 
of  Dr.  N.  F.  Smith,  additional  work  has  been  inaugurated 
in  attention  to  the  health  of  children  below  school  age, 
including  the  formation  of  an  Infant  Clinic. 

Although  the  Housing  Schemes  have  had  to  be 
temporarily  dropped,  attention  to  existing  houses  has  not 
been  neglected,  as  the  figures  show.  Decent  housing  is  the 
foundation  of  public  health. 

I have  again  to  express  appreciation  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Staff,  especially  curtailed  as  the  numbers  are  owing 
to  enlistment  of  those  of  an  age  to  do  so. 

We  have  as  usual  had  the  kind  support  in  our  work 
of  the  Members  of  the  Medical  Profession. 

I beg  to  sincerely  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
and  especially  the  members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
for  their  kindness  during  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  G.  WILLOUGHBY. 


NATURAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


1.  Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 


‘HE  Borough  of  Eastbourne,  Lat.  50°  46'  and  Long.  0 17'  E, 


I which  became  a County  Borough  April  1st,  1911,  is 
situate  on,  and  at  the  foot  of,  the  Eastern  termination  of 
the  South  Downs.  Its  area  of  6833  acres,  of  which  19  are 
inland  water  and  332  foreshore,  is  built  over  for  about 
one-third  of  its  extent ; the  remaining  two-thirds,  on  the 
North  and  West,  are  agricultural  and  pasture  lands. 

The  front  of  the  Borough  is  open  to  the  sea  on  the 
South  and  South-East,  ensuring  a large  amount  of  bright 
sunshine. 

A special  feature  of  Eastbourne  is  the  small  number  of 
population  to  the  acre,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  gardens 
and  open  spaces  in  relation  to  the  number  of  houses. 


Geology. 


# 


There  is  much  variation  in  the  soil  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  Borough.  Eastbourne  is  for  the  greater  part  on  chalk, 
a very  healthy  sub-soil.  There  is  a comparatively  small 
amount  of  clay  soil  in  the  central  part  of  the  town,  and  a 
strip  of  upper  greensand,  which  is  narrow  along  the  Grand 
Parade  and  widens  as  it  passes  from  West  to  East  to  about 
Bourne  Street,  where  it  narrows  again  until  it  ends  about 
half-a-mile  east  of  the  Pier.  The  remainder  of  Eastbourne 
in  the  East  is  on  alluvium  and  on  the  beach. 
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Of  the  Wards,  Meads  and  St.  Mary's  are  entirely  on 
chalk,  and  Upperton  almost  entirely  so.  The  Central  and 
Eastern  districts  are  to  a small  extent  on  chalk  and  green- 
sand, but  mainly  on  alluvium  and  shingle,  with  a little  clay. 
Valley  gravel  covers  the  chalk  and  greensand  in  the  valleys. 

Hampden  Park  is  on  the  alluvium  just  at  the  termination 
of  the  chalk. 


Meteorology  and  Climate. 

Full  details,  and  comparative  tables,  of  the  Meteorology 
of  Eastbourne  are  given  in  the  Annual  Meteorological  Report. 
Mr.  Wm.  W.  Brown  takes  the  readings  daily.  Readings  have 
to  be  taken  every  day  throughout  the  year  in  all  weathers, 
at  9 a.m.,  6 p.m.,  and  9 p.m.  Eastbourne  is  a special 
Meteorological  Station,  and  the  department  is  kept  in  accord 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Meteorological  Office  in  London. 

A daily  telegram  (including  Sundays)  at  6 p.m.,  conveys 
information  to  the  Meteorological  Office.  Since  the  War 
began,  information  has  not  been  circulated  to  the  Press  as 
before. 

The  Instruments  in  use  are  : — 

1.  Sunshine  Recorder  at  the  Grand  Hotel. 

2.  Rain  Gauges  (two),  Carlisle  Road  enclosure. 

3.  Barometer  at  the  Town  Hall,  removed  from  the  Grand 

Parade  Shelters  during  1913. 

4.  Thermometers,  Maximum,  Minimum,  Wet  and  Dry 

Bulb,  in  Screen,  Earth  (1ft.  and  4ft.),  Grass  Minimum, 

Carlisle  Road  enclosure. 

We  are  obliged  to  the  Compton  Estate  and  to  the 
Grand  Hotel  Company  for  kind  permission  to  use  their 
premises. 

The  meteorological  data  for  the  year  1915  have  been 
arranged  in  a coloured  chart  at  the  end  of  this  Report, 
showing  in  a graphic  manner  some  of  the  principal  meteoro- 
logical items  and  the  deaths,  daily  and  week  by  week 
respectively. 
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Among  the  facts  shown  in  this  chart  and  the  table  are 
the  following  : — 

Rainfall  for  the  year,  36.87  inches. 

Number  of  days  on  which  0.01  or  more  rain  fell,  46. 

Highest  recorded  barometric  reading,  30.719  inches 
on  November  13th,  at  9 a.m. 

Lowest  ditto,  28.757  on  February  13th,  at  9 p.m. 

Highest  recorded  temperature  in  the  shade,  75 
degrees  on  June  8th  and  July  3rd. 

Lowest  ditto,  28  degrees  on  March  20th  and  29th. 

Total  amount  of  sunshine,  1,743  hours. 

Number  of  sunless  days,  86. 

The  Meteorological  Report  compares  these  figures  with 
the  averages.  As  compared  with  1914,  there  was  an  increase 
of  5.73  inches  of  rainfall.  There  were  31  more  sunless  days 
and  206  fewer  hours  of  sunshine. 

The  instruments  are  visited  by  Inspectors  from  the 
Meteorological  Office. 

The  proximity  of  the  sea  and  our  peninsular  position, 
open  to  the  south-east,  ensure  equability  of  climate,  and 
while  we  avoid  extremes  of  cold  in  winter,  we  do  not  get 
-extremes  of  heat  in  summer. 


2,  Social  Conditions,  etc. 

At  the  census  of  1911  it  was  found  that  of  13,549 
occupied  males  over  ten,  2,250  were  engaged  in  the  building 
and  allied  trades.  Of  11,159  occupied  females,  6,640  were 
in  domestic  service.  These  are  the  two  staple  occupations 
for  males  and  females  respectively  in  Eastbourne. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  is  £459,185  2s.  6d., 
and  the  total  rates  5/7  in  the  pound.  The  amount  of  the 
rate  spent  for  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  was  9fd.  in  the  £. 

The  Borough  is  divided  into  nine  Wards. 

For  statistical  purposes  the  divisions  of  the  four  old 
Wards  are  still  used  in  this  Report,  for  they  are  convenient 
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for  comparison  with  the  statistics  of  previous  years. 
Statistics  as  to  the  whole  Borough  are  given  therefore,  and 
also  those  of  the  following  four  districts. 

The  principal  institutions  are  the  following  : — 

The  Princess  Alice  Hospital  in  St.  Mary’s  Ward. 

All  Saints’  Convalescent  Home  in  the  West  Ward. 

The  Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  in  St. 
Mary’s  Ward. 

The  Gildredge  (Tuberculosis)  Hospital  in  St.  Mary’s 
Ward. 

The  Isolation  Cottage  in  the  East  Ward. 

The  Union  Workhouse  and  Infirmary  in  St.  Mary’s 
Ward.  (Temporarily  a Military  Hospital). 

The  Workhouse  and  Infirmary  being  used  as  a Military 
Hospital  the  inmates  are  accommodated  at  Hastings  and 
Steyning,  with  the  exception  of  a special  few  in  private 
houses  in  Eastbourne  temporarily  taken  for  the  purpose. 

There  are  five  Red  Cross  Hospitals  for  wounded  and 
sick  soldiers  in  Eastbourne,  viz.  : Urmston,  Kempston, 
De  Walden  Court,  Fairfield  Court  and  Upperton.  An 
additional  Hospital  at  the  Manor  Offices  is  used  as  required. 

Other  institutions  are  the  Upwick  Vale  Home,  the 
Homoeopathic  Cottage  Hospital,  and  Convalescent  Home. 

Just  beyond  the  Borough  boundary  in  the  East  is  the 
Langney  Hospital  for  Small  Pox,  which,  although  outside 
the  Borough,  belongs  to  the  Eastbourne  Sanitary  Authority 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 


Water  Supply. 

The  Eastbourne  water  is  supplied  by  the  Eastbourne 
Water  Company.  Mr.  A.  J.  Howard,  the  General  Manager, 
has  kindly  given  me,  as  usual,  the  figures  relating  to  the 
quantity  used. 

The  water  is  obtained  from  a deep  well  with  a long 
heading  in  the  chalk  at  Friston.  The  well,  heading,  and 
pumping  station  are  four  miles  from  Eastbourne  and  situated 
in  a gathering  ground,  which  is  very  suitable  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  object  of  continuous  care. 

The  heading  connected  to  the  pumping  station  is  at  a 
great  depth,  being  in  no  case  less  than  100ft.  from  the  surface. 
The  water  is  pumped  from  Friston  into  distributing  reser- 
voirs in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Eastbourne,  but  it 
is  not  stored  in  any  case  for  more  than  a day  or  two.  The 
reservoirs  are  up-to-date  and  covered.  The  supply  is 
constant  and  at  full  pressure  all  the  year  round,  irrespective 
of  rainfall. 

For  water  from  wells  in  chalk,  the  Eastbourne  water  has 
a remarkably  small  hardness,  viz.  : 14.4  degrees,  Clark. 
The  Eastbourne  water  is  as  soft  as,  or  softer  than,  any  of  the 
London  waters,  whether  derived  from  rivers  or  wells.  The 
permanent  hardness  is  4.5. 

Analyses  of  the  water  have  been  made,  with  special 
full  reports  once  monthly  at  least,  both  by  Professor  Frank- 
land  and  Mr.  Wynter  Blyth,  the  Borough  Analyst ; partial 
analyses  have  been  made  weekly.  These  are  important, 
but  reliance  is  placed  chiefly  in  keeping  the  sources  un- 
impeachable. A recent  chemical  and  bacteriological  report 
of  the  water  is  subjoined. 

The  amount  of  water  pumped  into  Eastbourne  for 
consumption  from  the  various  sources  varied  from  12  million 
gallons  per  week  to  18  million  gallons  per  week,  the  average 
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amount  being  about  14  million  gallons  per  week.  This, 
allowing  for  houses  supplied  in  outlying  districts,  gives  about 
31  gallons  per  head  per  day  for  all  purposes,  and  more  could 
have  been  pumped  in  if  necessary. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  War  the  various  parts 
of  the  Water  Works  have  been  guarded. 


Report  on  sample  of  drinking  water  taken  17th  May  and  received 
18th  May. 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

Grains  per  gallon. 

Total  Solids 

...  20.3 

Loss  on  Ignition 

2.5  no  blackening 

Chlorine 

...  2.4 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

...  0.24 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

...  Nil 

Oxygen  consumed  in  1 hour  at  100°C. 

...  0.34 

Free  Ammonia 

...  Nil 

Alb.  Ammonia 

.001 

Total  Hardness 

...  12.0 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

...  6.5 

MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION. 

The  water  was  clear  and  bright  with  very  little  deposit. 

No  living  organisms  were  observed. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  REPORT. 

Total  organisms  (gelatine  22°  c.) 

...  105  per  c.c. 

Total* organisms  (agar  38°  c.) 

14  per  c.c. 

Gelatine  liquefying  organisms  (22°  c.)  .. 

2 per  c.c. 

Spore-bearing  organisms  (22°  c.) 

3 per  10  c.c. 

COLI-TYPHOID  GROUP. 

Direct  culture  on  solid  media  up  to  5 c.c.  ...  Results  negative 

Filter  brushing  on  solid  media  up  to  500 

c.c.  ...  „ 

Enrichment  method  up  to  200  c.c. 

••  •••  M 

B.  SPOROGENES  ENTERITIDIS. 

Direct  culture  on  milk  up  to  10  c.c. 

...  Results  negative 

Filter  brushings  on  milk  up  to  200  c.c.  . 

••  •••  »» 

CONCLUSIONS. 

From  the  chemical,  microscopical,  and 

bacteriological  examinations 

of  this  water,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  free  from  any  pollution. 

(Signed), 

M.  WYNTER  BLYTH. 
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Sewerage  and  Orainage. 

The  Sewerage  of  Eastbourne  is  in  the  Department  of 
the  Borough  Engineer. 

The  whole  of  the  sewage,  except  some  of  that  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and  some  of  the  surface  water, 
passes  into  the  sea  at  Langney  Point,  some  distance  to  the 
east  of  the  Borough  in  Pevensey  Bay.  Owing  to  the  levels 
of  a portion  of  the  Borough,  the  fall  is  only  natural  at  low 
tide  ; at  high  tide  some  of  the  sewage  has  to  be  lifted  by  the 
aid  of  Shone’s  Pneumatic  Ejectors. 

In  two  parts  of  the  town  the  sewage  has  to  be  raised  to 
the  level  of  the  main  sewers  by  pneumatic  ejectors — viz.,  in 
Compton  Street  and  Bourne  Street.  The  system  works 
very  well. 

The  dangerous  part  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
sewage  is  cremated  at  the  Hospital. 

The  water-carriage  system  is  universal  in  Eastbourne, 
the  few  exceptions  being  in  connection  with  agricultural 
buildings  in  outlying  districts. 

The  sewer  ventilation  is  by  high  upcast  shafts  ; all  road 
level  ventilators  have  been  closed. 

The  system  of  intercepting  traps  between  the  house 
drains  and  the  sewers  is  universal. 

There  are  outfalls  on  the  sea  front  for  surface  water. 

Many  houses  are  drained  by  means  of  iron  drains  in 
place  of  stone- ware. 

At  the  outfall,  screening  has  been  adopted  with  removal 
of  solid  matters. 


Scavenging. 

House  and  garden  refuse  is  collected  over  the  whole  of 
the  Borough,  except  Hampden  Park,  by  the  Corporation, 
and  is  then  burnt  at  the  Destructor.  The  arrangements 
are  made  by  the  Borough  Engineer. 
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The  cost  of  removal  of  house  and  garden  refuse  during 
the  past  year  was  £4,975. 

The  collection  is  made  once  weekly  all  through  the  year 
with  a second  weekly  collection  during  the  summer  months. 
Many  larger  premises  have  a more  frequent  periodical 
removal.  There  is  a special  daily  collection  of  refuse  from 
fishmongers’  premises. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION. 

The  estimation  of  the  population  of  Eastbourne  during 
1915  is  attended  by  some  difficulties  owing  to  the  War.  On 
the  one  hand  large  numbers  of  troops,  from  about  14,000 
downwards,  were  billeted  and  encamped  within  the  Borough 
for  varying  lengths  of  time,  and  on  the  other  hand  many 
Eastbournians  joined  the  forces  and  temporarily  left  the 
Borough. 

The  census  population  in  1911  was  52,542  ; males 
21,809,  females  30,733.  Excess  of  females  8,924. 

The  populations  at  the  last  three  census  enumerations 
were  : — 

Rate  of  Increase 
Increase.  per  person. 

1891.  34,960  ...  — ...  — 

1901.  43,344  ...  8,384  ...  1.24 

1911.  52,542  ...  9,198  ...  1.21 

Assuming  that,  apart  from  movements  of  troops,  the 
population  has  increased  since  1911  at  the  same  rate  as 
before,  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1915  was  57,009. 

It  is  certain  that  the  rate  of  increase  has  not  been 
maintained  during  the  past  few  years,  and  the  normal 
population  has  been  estimated  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Report  as  being  55,000  in  the  middle  of  1915.  Judging 
from  the  lack  of  building  the  number  of  the  population  is 
at  present  nearly  stationary. 

Of  the  55,000  I estimate  that  22,865  are  males  and 
32,133  females,  an  excess  of  females  of  9,268. 

The  distribution  of  the  normal  population,  i.e.,  including 
Eastbournians  on  service  and  excluding  other  troops,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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New  Wards. 

Roselands  "j 

Old  Wa-ds. 

1 

Population 
in  iooi 
(Census). 

Population 
in  T911 
(Census). 

(5411 

Population* 
in  1915 
(Estimate). 

Cavendish 

[ East 

16836 

21144J 

9003 

22175 

Redoubt  J 

1 

16730 

Central  ] 

Devonshire  J 

j-  Central  ... 

9655 

10008-j 

4915 

5093 

10020 

Meads 

St.  Mary’s  ^ 

. West 

1 

6101 

6519 

(7595 

6712 

Upperton 

r St.  Mary’s 

10752 

14871 J 

6331 

16093 

Hampden  P.J 

1 

{ 945 

Totals 

43344 

52542 

55000 

I am  informed  by  the  Registrar  General  that  the 
estimated  civil  population  of  Eastbourne  for  1915  was 
47,125.  If  the  population  was  55,000  normally  this  would 
mean  that  7,875  persons  have  been  withdrawn  from  East- 
bourne for  military  purposes. 

This,  I think,  is  not  possible,  for  I estimate  that  in 
Eastbourne  in  1915,  according  to  the  percentage  of  males 
at  each  age  at  the  census,  about  6,560  would  represent  the 
number  of  males  at  ages  19-40  inclusive,  and  many  of  these 
have  not  left  for  military  service. 

At  all  events  the  males  who  have  left  would  be  healthy 
men  and  can  hardly  be  left  out  in  the  calculation  of  death- 
rates  for  instance,  unless  it  is  particularly  specified  that  the 
rates  referred  to  the  population  less  the  healthy  men  aged 
19  to  40  inclusive. 

At  the  census  the  persons  aged  4 to  13  inclusive  (elemen- 
tary school  ages)  numbered  9,056.  Boys  4,728,  and  girls 
4,328.  Owing  to  the  disinclination  of  persons  to  have 
children,  the  number  of  children  on  the  books  of  the 
Elementary  Schools  was  diminishing  slightly  yearly  even 
before  the  war,  in  spite  of  the  total  increase  of  population. 

The  table  given  below  shows  that  the  proportion  of 
population  at  early  ages  is  diminishing  seriously,  and  the 
population  of  Eastbourne  is  steadily  becoming  an  older  one. 
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This  is  also  true  elsewhere  and  if  it  continues  can  only 
lead  to  a gradual  extinction  of  the  population. 

Sex  Constitution  of  the  Population. 


The  last  published  census  showed  that  the  percentage 
of  males  is  now  nearly  stationary,  and  not  decreasing  at  the 
rapid  rate  the  previous  census  showed  : — 


Per- 

Per- 

Excess of 

Years. 

Males. 

centage 

Females. 

centage. 

Total. 

Females. 

1891 

14,665 

41.9 

20,304 

58.1 

34,969 

5,639 

(census) 

1901 

18,097 

41.8 

25,247 

58.2 

43,334 

7,150 

(census) 

1911 

21,809 

41.5 

30,733 

58.5 

52,542 

8,924 

(census) 

1914 

22,618 

41.5 

31,882 

58.5 

54,500 

9,265 

Age  Constitution  of  Eastbourne  Population. 


The  following  table  gives  the  1911  (census)  and  1914 
(middle  estimated)  age  groups  of  the  population  according 
to  sexes  : — 


Age  Groups. 

Census,  1911. 

Estimate,  1915. 

Males. 

Females 

j 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

■ 0-1  

391 

i 

384 

775 

398 

392 

790 

1-5  

1720 

1580 

3300 

1805 

1665 

3470 

Total  under  5 

2111 

1964 

4075 

2203 

2057 

4260 

1 5-15  

1 4722 

4481 

9203 

4946 

4686 

9632 

i 15-25  

3807 

6330 

10137 

3991 

6631 

10622 

25-65  

i 10020 

16057 

| 26077 

10525 

16775 

27300 

1 65  and  upwards 

1149 

1901 

3050 

1200 

1986 

3186 

Totals 

21809 

30733 

52542 

22865 

32135 

55000 
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At  the  census  of  1911  it  was  found  that  of  17,505  males 
over  10,  13,549  were  engaged  in  occupations.  Of  these, 
2,250  were  engaged  in  trades  connected  with  building. 

Of  26,677  females  over  10,  11,159  were  engaged  in 
occupations  (9,277  single  women,  1,059  married  and  823 
widowed).  Of  these,  5,531  were  domestic  servants,  1,109 
in  hotels,  etc.  ; 786  were  dressmakers,  and  738  in  laundry 


service. 
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MARRIAGES. 

The  number  of  marriages  recorded  in  the  Borough 
during  1915  was  583,  equal  to  a rate  of  21.20  per  1,000 
persons  living. 

The  following  table  gives  rates  in  previous  years  in 
Eastbourne,  and  compares  them  with  England  and  Wales  : — 


Year. 

No.  of 
Marriages. 

Rate  per  1,000 
living. 

Rate  for  England 
and  Wales. 

1905  

* 273 

11.87 

15.3 

1906  

327 

13.34 

15.6 

1907  

348 

13.78 

15.8 

1908 

350 

13.59 

14.9 

1909  

345 

13.27 

14.6 

1910  

310 

11.92 

15.0 

1911  

363 

13.76 

15.2 

1912  

415 

15.50 

15.5 

1913  

337 

12.48 

15.5 

1914  

318 

11.67 

15.9 

Previous  10  years’ 
average 

339 

13.12 

15.3 

1915  

583 

21.20 

[ 

19  3 

The  rate  in  1915  was  245  over  the  previous  ten  years’ 
average,  due  largely  to  war  marriages. 
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BIRTHS. 

The  births  registered  during  1915  numbered  769,  and 
comprised  those  of  399  males  and  364  females  (six  other 
births  were  ascribed  to  Eastbourne  by  the  Registrar-General 
in  his  re-distribution  and  are  added  to  the  total.) 


The  following  table  shows  the  last  ten  years’  births  in 
Eastbourne  ; like  the  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
that  of  Eastbourne  is  steadily  diminishing. 


Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Eastbourne 
Birth-rate  per 
1,000  living. 

England  & Wales 
Birth-rate  per 
1,000  living. 

1905  

853 

18.34 

27.2 

1906  

892 

18.24 

27.0 

1907  

871 

17.25 

26.3 

1908  

951 

18.46 

26.5 

1909  

875 

16.84 

25.6 

1910  

879 

16.74 

24.8 

1911  

869 

16.47 

24.4 

1912  

889 

16.61 

23.8 

1913  

874 

16.18 

23.9 

1914  

837 

15.35 

23.8 

10  years’  average 

879 

17.48 

25.3 

1915  (nett) 

769 

13.9 

21.9 

The  already  fast  dropping  birth-rate  dropped  lower 
than  ever  in  1915  ; as  the  War  began  in  August,  1914,  this 
is  only  partly  due  to  the  War. 

The  strenuous  efforts  made  to  lower  infantile  mortality 
are  comparatively  useless  in  the  endeavour  to  preserve  the 
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British  population  in  the  face  of  such  a decline  in  the  number 
of  births.  While  not  minimising  the  importance  of  prevent- 
ing infantile  mortality,  it  is  obvious  that  the  birth  of 
healthy  children  would  be  infinitely  better  for  the  country 
than  the  preservation  of  the  unfit. 

The  number  of  children  of  school  age  in  Eastbourne  is 
now  diminishing  yearly  in  spite  of  the  increase  in  population. 

The  nett  birth-rate  means  that  by  the  system  of  the 
Registrar-General  the  numbers  are  re-arranged  according  to 
the  district  to  which  they  really  belong.  Four  Eastbourne 
births  were  in  this  way  transferred  to  other  districts,  and 
ten  (nine  illegitimate)  were  transferred  to  Eastbourne. 

Of  the  births  registered,  77  were  illegitimate  (one  in 
every  thirteen),  or  at  the  rate  of  78  per  1,000  births.  In 

1912  it  was  83  ; in  1913,  50  ; and  in  1914,  64. 

The  death-rate  of  illegitimate  infants  was  116  per  1,000 
births,  or  1 in  8.6  ; for  legitimate  infants,  97  per  1,000  births, 
or  1 in  10.3. 

The  average  proportion  of  illegitimate  to  legitimate 
births  in  recent  years  throughout  England  and  Wales  up  to 

1913  was  40  to  each  1,000  births,  much  less  than  in  East- 
bourne. 

Excluding  deaths  of  visitors  : — 

In  the  East  District  there  were  150  more  births  than  deaths. 
„ Central  ,,  34  less  ,, 

„ St.  Mary’s  ,,  15  more  ,, 

„ West  District  „ 93  less  „ 

Altogether,  the  number  of  nett  births  exceeded  that  of 
the  nett  deaths  by  68,  the  smallest  number  since  Eastbourne 
became  a Borough. 
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DEATHS. 

During  1915  728  deaths  were  registered  in  Eastbourne. 
Of  these,  331  were  of  males  and  397  of  females. 

A large  number  (89)  of  these  were  not  deaths  of  East- 
bournians  and  on  the  other  hand  there  were  62  deaths  of 
Eastbournians  registered  elsewhere. 

The  nett  Eastbourne  deaths  therefore  numbered  701  ; 
males,  312,  females,  389. 

The  factor  for  correcting  the  general  death-rate  of 
Eastbourne  to  exclude  sex  and  age  fallacies  is  1.0150. 

The  true  death-rate  for  Eastbourne  for  1915,  i.e.,  the 
death-rate  corrected  for  deaths  of  absentees  and  visitors, 
and  for  age  and  sex  fallacies,  was  12.89  per  1,000  per  annum. 

The  total  rate  without  corrections  was  13.2,  the  highest 
death-rate  recorded  for  the  Borough  in  recent  years. 


The  subjoined  table  compares  the  total  rates  with  those 
for  preceding  years  and  with  those  of  England  and  Wales 
generally  : — 


Year. 

I Number 
of 

Deaths. 

Total 

Deatli-rate 

(no 

exclusion). 

Cor- 

rected 

Death- 

rate.* 

Death-rate  of 
England  and 
Wales. 

1905  

522 

11.22 

— 

15.2 

1906  

524 

10.69 

— 

15.4 

1907  

555 

10.99 

— 

15.0 

1908  

510 

9.90 

— 

14.7 

1909  

552 

10.61 

— 

14.5 

1910  

569 

10.83 

— 

13.4 

1911  

569 

10.85 

— 

14.6 

1912  

568 

10.61 

10.10 

13.3 

1913  

577 

10.69 

10.57 

13.7 

1914  

513 

9.47 

9.41 

14.0 

1 0 years’  average 

546 

10.58 

— 

14.4 

1915  (nett) 

701 

13.2 

12.7 

14.8 

* Deaths  of  Eastbournians  elsewhere  and  of  visitors  in  Eastbourne  were  not  officially 
transferred  by  the  Registrar-General  until  1912. 
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The  death-rate  of  Eastbourne  for  1915  was  1.6  per 
1,000  below  that  of  England  and  Wales.  The  average 
difference  has  been  about  4 per  1,000. 

The  lowest  recorded  death-rate  in  Eastbourne  was  9.4 

in  1914. 

The  table  above  shows  that  in  1915  the  death-rate  was 
above  the  ten  years’  average. 

The  rise  in  the  death-rate  in  1915  was  general  through- 
out the  Country,  and  to  some  extent  the  war  indirectly  was 
a contributing  cause.  The  increase  in  Eastbourne  was 
partly  due  to  a larger  number  of  deaths  of  old  people  than 
usual.  Respiratory  and  Heart  Diseases  were  the  causes  of 
death  showing  the  greatest  increases. 

Seasonal  Mortality. 

The  deaths  during  the  last  five  years,  1911,  1921,  1913, 
1914,  and  1915,  occurred  in  months  as  follows  : — 


1915. 


f 64 

1st 

Qr.  .. 

. 256 

91 

L ioi 

r 60 

2nd 

Qr.  .. 

. 173<j 

56 

1 

L 57 

1 

r 51 

3rd 

Qr.  .. 

. 134< 

45 

1 

L 38 

1 

r 49 

4th 

Qr.  .. 

. 165^ 

43 

L 73 

1914.  1913. 

f 54  f Jan.  54 

123-<  28  160<  Feb.  58 

f 4 1 f March  48 

f 46  f April  70 

125^  38  144{  May  35 

L41  fjune  39 

f 32  C July  40 

128<  47  1 19 < Aug.  33 
49  l^Sept.  46 

f 43  fOct.  56 

140  < 41  154<  Nov.  44 
C 56  (_Dec.  54 


1912.  1911. 

f 44  f 44 
148  < 58  163<  45 

f 46  [_  43 

f 52  f 49 
140<  52  1 12 < 41 

f 36  f 46 

f 44  f 49 
137 -c  41  154 < 35 

[_52  152 

f 53  f 40 
143^  47  145  «<  37 

C 43  143 


In  Eastbourne  the  months  in  which  most  deaths  occur 
are  as  a rule  March  and  April,  and  those  in  which  least 
occur  are  June,  July  and  August.  October  and  November 
also  have  comparatively  few  deaths. 


Sex  Mortality. 

The  nett  701  deaths  of  1915  were  divided  as  follows  : — 

Males  — Deaths,  312  , Death-rate,  13.6  per  1,000 
Females — ,,  389;  „ 12.1 
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This  is  based  on  the  estimate  as  to  the  proportion  of 
sexes  given  under  “Population”  in  this  Report. 

The  difference  between  the  death-rate  for  males  and  that 
for  females  was  most  marked  in  1906,  when  it  was  6.1  per 
1,000. 

The  deaths  of  males  in  1915  out  of  proportion  to  those 
of  females  were  especially  due  to  the  following  : — Deaths 
from  Violence  (12  to  2). 

The  deaths  of  females  were  in  excess  in  Diseases  of 
Heart  and  Blood  Vessels. 

Senile  Mortality. 

Of  the  728  deaths  which  occurred  in  1915,  there  were  269 
of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Between  65  and  75  years  of  age,  111;  Males  47,  Females  64 

„ 75  and  85  „ 115;  „ 34,  „ 87 

Over  85  „ 43 ; „ 14,  „ 29 

Deaths  of  Visitors. 

There  were  29  deaths  of  non-residents  in  Eastbourne. 
Seven  of  these  died  from  Cancer  and  seven  from  Tuberculosis. 


Deaths  in  Institutions. 

There  were  172  deaths  in  institutions  as  follows  : — 


Institution. 

Ward. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Workhouse 

St.  Mary’s...  

66 

Princess  Alice  Hospital 

>»  

46 

Borough  Hospital 

..  

19 

Tuberculosis  Hospital  ... 

” 

15 

Other  Institutions 

St.  Mary’s,  East,  and  West 

13 

War  Hospitals 

13 
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The  Causes  of  Death. 

The  deaths  at  all  ages  recorded  during  1915  were 
distributed  amongst  the  various  classes  of  disease  as  follows. 
Deaths  during  1913  and  1914  are  similarly  classified  for 
comparison. 


Class 

Disease. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  total 
Deaths. 

1915 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1913 

1914 

I. 

Zymotic  Diseases 

85 

59 

34 

12.1 

10.5 

6.6 

II. 

Parasitic  and  Diet- 

2 

2 

3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.6 

etic  Diseases 

III. 

: Constitutional  Dis- 

133 

133 

142 

19.0 

23.6 

27.7 

eases 

j IV- 

Developmental 

64 

76 

73 

9.0 

13.5 

14.2 

Diseases 

v' 

Local  Diseases  . . . 

| 

391 

280 

247 

55.0 

49.8 

48.1 

VI. 

i Deaths  from  Vio- 

18 

13 

10 

2.5 

2.3 

2.0 

lence 

VII.  1 

Deaths  from  ill- 

3 

— 

4 

0.5 

0.0 

0.8 

defined  and  not 

specified  causes 

VIII. 

Not  certified 

5 

0.7 

0.0 

701 

563 

513 

99.00 

100.00 

100.0 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 

These  diseases  in  1915  formed  12.1  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  in  Eastbourne.  The  smallest  previous  percentage 
was  6.6  in  1912  and  1914,  and  the  largest  24.0  in  1899.  1915 
was  unhealthy  in  this  respect. 

In  the  Appendix  there  will  be  found  a complete  table 
showing  the  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases 
compared  with  those  of  other  years.  The  85  Zymotic  deaths 
of  1915  resulted  from  the  following  diseases  : — 
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Disease. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Measles 

3 

3 

6 

Whooping  Cough  

5 

5 

10 

Influenza 

9 

23 

32 

Diphtheria  ... 

6 

6 

12 

Diarrhoea  ...  ... 

7 

2 

9 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

2 

2 

Pyaemia,  Septicaemia,  etc.  ... 

2 

4 

6 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

4 

1 

5 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

37 

1 

48 

85 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  1915 — that  is,  the  death- 
rate  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  diseases — was  0.69  per 

1,000  per  annum.  In  1913  it  was  0.77  and  in  1914  0.40. 

In  Table  VI.  in  the  Appendix  will  be  found  the  Zymotic 
deaths  and  death-rates  for  the  previous  10  years,  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  rate  for  1915  is  above  the  average. 

The  lowest  rate  was  in  1907,  when  it  was  0.35,  and  the 
highest  in  recent  years  in  1899,  when  it  was  2.04. 

Influenza. 

This  disease,  with  its  32  deaths,  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  increased  death-rate  in  1915.  The  previous  ten  years’ 
average  was  15.4. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  this  disease  in  1915.  The 
previous  10  years’  average  number  of  deaths  was  3.2. 
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Measles. 

There  are  everywhere  periodical  outbreaks  of  this 
disease  at  intervals  of  about  four  years.  The  recent  East- 
bourne outbreaks  were  in  1902,  1906,  1909,  and  1913,  when 
there  were  19,  10,  7 and  22  deaths  respectively.  The 
previous  10  years’  average  was  4.9.  In  1915  there  were 
six  deaths. 

Diarrhcea. 

This  disease  caused  9 deaths  in  1915,  11  in  1914,  5 in 
1913  and  1 in  1912.  The  previous  10  years’  average  was 
10.7  per  annum. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

There  was  one  death  from  this  disease.  Ten  years' 
average,  1.6  deaths. 

Diphtheria. 

Twelve  deaths  occurred  in  1915  as  compared  with  a 
10  years’  average  of  7.7.  As  usual  the  fatal  cases  were 
chiefly  those  who  were  sent  to  Hospital  too  late  for  treatment 
by  Antitoxin. 

Enteric  Fever. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease.  Ten  years’ 
average  1.1.  There  has  been  an  absence  of  fatality  from 
Enteric  Fever  in  three  years  or  the  last  four. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Two  deaths  occurred.  Ten  years’  average  0.4. 

Erysipelas. 

No  deaths.  Ten  years’  average  0.7. 

CerebroSpinal  Meningitis. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  this  disease,  five  of  them 
non-residents.  Details  of  this  disease  will  be  found  under 
"Infectious  Diseases.” 

There  was  one  death  from  Tetanus  and  none  from 
Poliomyelitis.  No  other  Zymotic  disease  calls  for  special 
remark.  There  were  no  food-poisoning  outbreaks. 
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Dietetic  and  Parasitic  Disease. 

In  these  classes  of  disease  there  were  two  deaths  directly 
ascribed  to  Alcoholism.  The  recent  average  has  been  about 
four  per  year.  Similar  cases  are  sometimes  put  down  to 
other  concurrent  maladies,  and  in  1915  seven  other  deaths 
may  fairly  be  set  down  to  Alcoholic  excess,  having  been 
certified  as  from  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver.  Some  of  the  15 
deaths  from  Chronic  Nephritis  are  partly  due  to  alcoholism 
probably. 


Constitutional  Diseases. 

Rheumatism  and  Gout. 

Four  deaths  were  registered  from  Rheumatic  Arthritis, 
three  from  Rheumatism,  and  none  from  Gout.  The  average 
for  10  years  was  4.7,  including  both  diseases. 

Cancer. 

Fifty-one  nett  deaths  in  1915  were  ascribed  to  Cancer, 
including  4 to  Sarcoma  and  31  to  Carcinoma. 

This  is  a drop  compared  with  recent  years,  the  10  years' 
average  being  57.8. 

Fifty-six  deaths  from  Cancer  were  registered,  but  of 
these  seven  were  deaths  of  non-residents.  Two  East- 
bournians  died  of  cancer  in  other  districts. 

The  deaths  were  of  19  males  and  37  females. 

The  rate  in  Eastbourne  in  1915  was  0.9  per  1,000 — 
males  0.8,  females  1.0 — and  Cancer  caused  7.4  per  cent,  of 
the  total  number  of  deaths.  In  England  and  Wales  for  the 
last  published  year  (1914)  the  rates  were  .95  for  males  and 
1.01  for  females,  and  steadily  increasing. 


Developmental  Diseases. 

There  were  11  deaths  from  Premature  Birth  in  1915. 
The  10  years’  average  had  been  16.6.  There  were  5 also 
from  Congenital  Defects,  Marasmus  ,etc. 

There  were  36  deaths  ascribed  to  old  age,  the  10  previous 
years’  average  being  39.7. 
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Local  Diseases. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  caused  36  deaths. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  caused  166 
deaths,  the  chief  group  being  general  Heart  Disease  (38)  and 
Apoplexy  (60)  A very  large  increase  on  previous  years. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System,  apart  from  Tuber- 
culosis of  the  Lungs,  caused  107  deaths,  57  from  Bronchitis, 
and  45  from  forms  of  Pneumonia.  Nineteen  of  these  deaths 
were  in  children  under  5.  The  10  years’  average  was  56.9. 

The  death-rate  from  Respiratory  Diseases,  1 .9  per 
1,000,  was  very  high.  As  a rule  the  rate  is  about  one-fifth 
less  in  Eastbourne  than  in  England  generally. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System  caused  41  deaths. 

Appendicitis  caused  10  deaths,  5 each  in  1909,  1910,  1912 
and  1914,  4 in  1911,  and  7 in  1913. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System  caused  26  deaths,  17 
being  from  Bright’s  Disease  or  inflammation  of  the  kidneys. 

The  table  in  the  Appendix  gives  details  of  these  and 
other  groups  ; they  are  in  about  the  same  proportion  as  in 
other  years,  except  for  an  increase  in  the  Urinary  group. 


Deaths  from  Violence. 

There  were  25  deaths  from  violence,  nine  of  non-residents. 
With  one  Eastboumian  dying  of  violence  elsewhere  the  nett 
number  was  17.  Besides  these,  six  non-resident  soldiers 
died  of  wounds  in  Eastbourne  and  one  Eastbourne  man 
elsewhere  in  England. 

Deaths  in  the  War  in  foreign  countries  are  not  included 
in  this  return. 

Of  the  18  non-war  deaths,  14  were  due  to  accident  or 
negligence,  and  there  were  4 suicides,  two  being  visitors. 

The  deaths  from  all  forms  of  violence,  except  war,  were 
in  the  proportion  of  0.30  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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Deaths  from  Ill-defined  and  not  Specified  Causes. 

There  were  three  deaths  registered  in  1915  that  could 
not  be  classified  owing  to  vagueness,  such  as  “tumour.” 


Uncertified  Deaths. 

I have  to  record  that  five  deaths  were  uncertified  in 
1915.  In  England  as  a rule  the  causes  of  about  1.3%  of 
the  total  deaths  are  uncertified.  In  Eastbourne  of  late 
there  have  been  very  few  and  the  increase  in  1915  is  to  be 
regretted. 


Forty  deaths  on  which  Coroners’  inquests  were  held 
were  registered  in  1915,  the  10  years’  average  being  37.2. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  nett  number  of  deaths  of  infants — that  is,  of 
children  of  ages  under  one  year — was  76  (males,  42  ; females, 
34).  Infantile  Mortality  is  calculated  on  the  number  of 
births  registered, and  for  1915  was  at  the  rate  of  98.8  per  1,000 
births. 

The  following  table  compares  this  mortality  with  those 
of  the  previous  10  years. 


Year. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Mortality  per 
1,000  births. 

1905 

87 

102 

1906 

79 

88 

1907 

92 

105 

1908 

83 

87 

1909 

71 

81 

1910 

82 

93 

1911 

92 

106 

1912 

65 

73 

1913 

60 

69 

1914 

50 

59 

Average  of  \ 
10  years  J 

76 

86.3 

1915 

76 

98.8 

The  rate  of  59.7  for  1914  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
in  Eastbourne.  The  above  table  shows  some  contrasts,  but 
in  the  old  days  of  1898,  1899  and  1900  the  mortality  rates 
were  139,  145  and  121  respectively. 
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Two  of  the  main  causes  of  diminished  infantile  mor- 
tality have  been  the  improved  methods  of  house  refuse 
removal  and  disposal,  and  the  work  done  under  the  Notifica- 
tion of  Births  Act. 

The  nett  infantile  mortality  rate  for  legitimate  children 
was  97  deaths  per  1,000  births,  and  for  illegitimate  116. 

The  rate  in  Eastbourne  of  98.8  (nett)  shows  a difference 
from  the  infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
per  every  1,000  births  of  11.2. 

Of  the  nett  76  infants  dying  in  1915,  25  died  in  the  first 
month  and  54  in  the  first  six  months  of  life  ; 17  died  in  the 
first  week  of  their  existence. 

In  the  Appendix  there  is  a table  showing  the  causes  of 
the  76  deaths  of  infants.  Prematurity  accounted  for  11, 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  for  9. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  caused  ten  deaths. 

Of  the  76  deaths,  25  occurred  from  prenatal  causes  such 
as  Premature  Birth. 


The  subjoined  tables  show  the  principal  causes  of 
deaths  of  infants  in  1915  and  in  recent  years  : — 


Deaths. 

1906 

1 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

19121913 

1914 

1915 

From  Zymotic  Dis- 

13 

12 

16 

9 

17 

38 

4 

[to 

12 

17 

eases 

Constitutional  Dis- 

3 

6 

3 

5 

5 

3 

X 

3 

4 

1 

eases 

Developmental  Dis- 

29 

36 

31 

32 

35 

27 

34 

, 25 

22 

27 

eases 

Local  Diseases 

23 

35 

18 

23 

19 

23 

23 

I 21 

10 

21 

Deaths  from  Vio- 

2 

2 

3 



1 

1 

2 

; 3 

1 

5 

lence 

Deaths  from  ill— de- 

9 

1 

12 

2 

1 

2 

fined  & not  speci- 
fied causes 

Not  Certified 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

l 

! - 

i 

— 

3 
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Zymotic  Deaths  of  Infants. 


Diseases. 

1906 

1907 

1 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Measles 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

3 

2 

— 

6 

— 

1 

2 

8 

Diarrhoea  ... 

8 

7 

14 

3 

6 

37 

1 

5 

9 

7 

Other  Zymotic  Dis- 
eases (chiefly  influ- 
enza) 

2 

2 

' 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Notification  of  Births  Act. 

Ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  Births  were  notified  under 
this  Act  during  1915.  Thirty-eight  were  not  notified  until 
Registration.  There  were  no  prosecutions  for  non-notifica- 
tion. 

The  notifications  were  made  by  : — 

Doctors  ...  ...  ...  442 

Midwives  182 

Parents  101 

725 

The  majority  of  the  Births  are  attended  by  medical 

men. 

In  1915,  of  the  442  cases  notified  by  them  : — 

53  were  marked  “visit  advisable.” 

219  were  marked  “visit  not  required.’ 

170  were  blank. 

Of  the  101  notified  by  parents  : — 

30  were  on  post-cards. 

71  on  our  ordinary  forms  (supplied  by  doctors  in 
attendance). 

None  of  these  asked  for  a visit. 

55  were  marked  “visit  not  required.” 

16  were  blank. 
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Altogether  338  cases,  44  per  cent,  of  the  total  births, 
including  all  the  Midwives’  cases  and  some  of  the  doctors’ 
cases  were  put  on  the  visiting  list. 

Midwives’  cases  were  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after 
birth,  usually  before  the  fifth  day,  and  the  doctors’  after  he 
had  ceased  attending. 

Subsequent  visits  were  paid  as  often  as  necessary,  and 
the  child  was  kept  on  the  visiting  list  for  12  months. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  was  2,189. 

During  the  year,  the  12  months  visiting  was  completed 
in  220  cases. 

Of  the  220  cases  visited  for  12  months  : — 

145  were  breast-fed  for  over  nine  months. 

6 were  hand-fed  from  birth. 

69  were  partially  breast-fed. 

Of  these  69,  20  were  breast-fed  for  a month,  15  for  two 
months,  10  for  three  months,  24  for  longer  periods. 

Of  the  mothers,  90  went  out  to  work,  44  work  at  laun- 
dries, 24  went  charing,  15  were  servants,  and  7 went  hawking. 

Thirty-four  illegitimate  children  were  visited,  and  of 
these  2 died. 

Thirty  visited  cases  died. 

9 of  these  were  born  in  1914. 

21  of  these  were  bom  in  1915. 

Treatment  Clinic. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  an  inspection  and  treat- 
ment clinic  was  started  on  Friday  afternoons  for  children 
under  school  age  whom  the  Nurse  found  on  her  visits  were 
not  making  good  progress,  and  whose  parents  were  unable 
to  obtain  medical  advice. 

At  first  very  few  attended,  but  the  clinic  has  grown  in 
popularity  during  the  year.  Altogether  there  were  440 
attendances  of  152  children. 
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The  ailments  treated  were  mostly  disorders  of  nutrition. 
Lactagol  and  cod  liver  oil  and  malt  were  provided  for  the 
nursing  mothers,  and  cod  liver  oil  and  malt  and  simple  drugs 
for  the  babies.  Glazo  was  sold  at  cost  price,  or  in  some  cases 
given.  Splints  were  provided  for  rickety  children. 

In  October  two  ladies  formed  themselves  into  a 
Voluntary  Care  Committee  and  gave  tea  to  the  mothers, 
investigated  where  help  was  needed  and  referred  the  mothers 
to  the  proper  agencies,  or  gave  it  out  of  a small  private  fund. 
Altogether  22  mothers  were  helped.  Model  garments  were 
made  and  kept  for  demonstration,  and  the  mothers  were 
helped  in  the  cutting  out  and  making.  Fourteen  knitted 
garments  were  sold  to  the  mothers  at  the  cost  of  the 
material. 

Of  the  22  mothers  helped  : — 

2 have  been  given  milk. 

3 have  been  referred  to  the  Guardians  for  help. 


1 1 have  been  referred  to  the  Christ  Church  Sick  and 
Poor  Fund. 

1  has  been  referred  to  the  All  Souls’  Church  Sick 
and  Poor  Fund. 

1 has  been  referred  to  the  St.  Saviour’s  Church 
Sick  and  Poor  Fund. 


The  ages  at  which  the  children  were  first  brought  were 
as  follows  : — 


Under  1 month 


4 

12 

16 

7 

9 

7 

4 

5 
5 
4 
4 


1 month  .. 

2 months  .. 

3 months  .. 

4 months  .. 

5 months  .. 

6 months  .. 

7 months  .. 

8 months  .. 

9 months  .. 
10  months  .. 
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11  months  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

12  months  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

\\  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

2 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

3 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

4 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Not  recorded  ...  ...  ...  3 
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The  children  were  brought  for  the  following  complaints. 
It  is  a little  difficult  to  distinguish  between  those  who 
received  treatment,  and  those  who  did  not,  but  as  far  as 
possible  they  are  differentiated  in  the  following  list. 
Examination  means  that  only  general  advice  was  given 
and  the  children  if  necessary  referred  to  other  agencies  for 
treatment. 


E. 

T. 

Total. 

Feeding... 

1 

55 

56 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  ... 

2 

9 

11 

Malnutrition  (usually  after  infectious 
diseases)  ... 

1 

10 

11 

Rickets  ...  •..., 

3 

14 

17 

Weaning 

11 

2 

13 

Miscellaneous  minor  ailments  (otorr- 
hoea  conjunctivitis,  impetigo, 
scabies,  ringworm) 

13 

13 

Bronchitis,  bronchial  catarrh 

— 

6 

6 

Infectious  diseases 

2 

— 

2 

Deformities  (cleft  palate,  hare  lip, 
talipes  spastic  paraplegia) 

4 



4 

Squint  and  defective  sight  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  heart  disease 

— 

3 

3 

Miscellaneous  complaints 

3 

2 

5 

For  weighing  or  exam,  only  ... 

8 

— 

8 

38 

114 

152 
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Nine  children  under  school  age  were  referred  for  daily 
treatment  to  the  School  Clinic  for  minor  ailments,  and  made 
45  attendances. 

Ages. 


Under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  1 

From  1 to  2 years  ...  ...  2 

From  2 to  3 years  ...  ...  3 

From  3 to  4 years  ...  ...  3 

9 

Of  the  9 children  : — 


6 were  treated  for  impetigo. 
1 was  treated  for  otorrhoea. 
1 was  treated  for  abscess. 

1 was  treated  for  boils. 

9 


Midwives  Act,  1902. 

The  powers  and  duties  under  this  important  Act  have 
been  carried  out  for  Eastbourne  by  the  Council  since  January 
1st,  1910. 

Dr.  Smith  has  assisted  me  in  carrying  out  the  duties, 
and  I have  also  received  much  help  from  Miss  R.  Clark  in 
her  work  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

This  work  naturally  keeps  us  in  constant  touch  with 
the  midwives. 

The  Midwives  on  the  Roll  have  been  on  the  whole 
fairly  efficient  and  satisfactory.  Nine  were  registered,  but 
one  did  not  practice. 

There  was  one  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  among  the 
midwives’  cases. 

Nine  notices  of  intention  to  practise  as  a midwife  were 
received  at  the  commencement  of  the  year. 
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The  midwives  have  to  give  notice  on  supplied  forms  : — 

1.  If  they  have  sent  for  medical  assistance.  (Nine 
notices  have  been  received.) 


Transverse  presentation  ... 

1 

Prolonged  labour  ... 

3 

Sepsis  ...  

1 

Ruptured  perineum 

1 

Debility  of  baby 

1 

Spina  bifida  of  baby 

1 (twice) 

2.  In  cases  of  death  of  mother  or  child  occurring 

before  attendance  of  medical  men.  (No 
notices  have  been  received). 

3.  In  cases  of  still  birth  where  no  medical  man  is  in 

attendance.  (Four  notices  have  been  received.) 

4.  In  case  of  change  of  name  or  address.  (No 

notices  have  been  received). 

5.  If  they  have  “ laid  out  ” a dead  body.  (Four 

notices  have  been  received). 

The  Birth  Registers  of  the  midwives  have  been 
examined  by  myself  or  Dr.  Smith,  and  initialled. 
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THE  EFFECT  OF  THE  WAR  ON  THE  HEALTH 
OF  EASTBOURNE  IN  1915. 

As  regards  Vital  Statistics,  the  most  noticeable  features 
are  a largely  decreased  birth-rate  and  an  increased  death- 
rate. 

As  regards  the  former,  the  War  probably  led  to  an 
increased  prevention.  The  births  in  the  four  Quarters  of 
1915  were  as  follows  : 185,  212,  178,  and  188  respectively. 
As  the  War  progressed  more  Eastbourne  men  left  the 
Borough. 

With  reference  to  illegitimate  births,  these  were  pro- 
portionately lower  in  1915  than  in  1912,  though  above  the 
high  average  that  Eastbourne  usually  has. 

The  effect  of  the  War  in  increasing  the  civilian  death- 
rate  was  indirect  and  not  easy  to  trace.  No  doubt  nervous 
and  elderly  people  were  unfavourably  affected  so  that  when 
ordinary  illnesses  came  they  were  not  so  able  to  stand  them. 
A serious  contributing  cause  was  extensive  billeting,  for  in 
the  early  months  of  the  year,  although  by  energetic  action 
overcrowding  of  soldiers  was  mainly  prevented,  the  civil 
population  was  decidedly  overcrowded  in  many  instances. 
The  desire  to  obtain  the  high  billeting  money  paid  led  to 
the  crowding  of  the  ordinary  inmates  of  small  houses  into 
too  small  and  too  few  rooms.  The  natural  difficulties  in 
remedying  this  was  increased  by  the  decrease  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  Staff. 

Two  Infantry  Brigades  were  billeted  in  Eastbourne 
from  January  to  April.  R.A.M.C.  men  and  other  units  were 
also  billeted  from  time  to  time. 

The  R.A.M.C.  Training  Centre  was  established  in 
Eastbourne  early  in  the  year  and  continued  until  the  end. 
In  the  closing  months  the  men  were  billeted. 

A Yeomanry  Brigade  was  encamped  at  Hampden  Park. 

The  Summerdown  Camp,  with  accommodation  for 
nearly  3,000,  was  established  at  Easter. 
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Five  Red  Cross  Hospitals  for  wounded  and  sick  from 
abroad  were  in  full  work. 

The  Workhouse  and  Infirmary  were  converted  into  a 
Military  Hospital,  and  the  inmates  sent  to  Hastings  and 
Steyning. 

9 soldiers  died  in  Eastbourne  of  wounds  received  in 
France. 

15  soldiers  who  had  not  been  abroad  died  in  Eastbourne. 
The  causes  of  death  being 

87  soldiers  were  treated  for  infectious  diseases  at  the 
Sanatorium  for  the  following  illnesses  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

11  cases, 

0 deaths. 

Diphtheria 

...  5 „ 

0 „ 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

...  11  „ 

3 „ 

Doubtful  ditto 

...  4 „ 

0 „ 

Mumps 

...  3 „ 

0 „ 

Erysipelas 

...  2 „ 

0 „ 

Enteris  Fever 

1 „ 

0 „ 

Measles 

...  43  „ 

1 „ 

Dysentery 

1 „ 

0 „ 

Septic  Pneumonia 

...  1 „ 

1 „ 

Pneumonia 

...  1 „ 

1 „ 

Trench  Fever 

...  2 „ 

0 „ 

Poisoned  Wound 

1 „ 

o „ 

Tonsilitis  ... 

...  1 „ 

o „ 

87 

6 

The  Sanitary  Authority  provided  free  baths  and  baths 
at  Id.  each  for  soldiers  at  the  Seaside  and  Old  Town  Baths. 

The  Water  Works  were  protected  both  by  night  and 
by  day. 

The  publication  of  Meteorological  Reports  were,  by 
order,  suspended. 

Owing  to  separation  allowances  and  billeting  money 
coming  into  families  previously  not  so  well  off,  the  children 
in  very  many  instances  had  a much  better  time  than  usual 
as  regards  food. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notification  Generally. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889,  at  first 
adoptive  and  afterwards  general,  refers  to  Small-pox, 
Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas,  Plague,  and  Scarlet,  Typhus, 
Enteric,  Continued,  Relapsing,  and  Puerperal  Fevers. 

In  1912  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis 
were  added  throughout  the  Country. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  added  to  the  list  during 
1914,  and  Measles  and  German  Measles  on  January  1st,  1916. 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  dealt  with  in  a 
separate  section  of  the  Report. 

Cases  of  infectious  or  contagious  illnesses  are  also 
found  in  the  course  of  the  medical  inspection  of  school 
children,  and  in  addition  to  the  compulsory  notifications  we 
obtained  much  information  from  the  School  Nurse,  the 
School  Attendance  Officers  and  Head  Teachers  of  Schools, 
especially  as  to  those  diseases  which  have  not  legally  to  be 
notified. 

Notifications. 

During  1915  there  were  346  cases  of  infectious  illness 
notified,  exclusive  of  Tuberculosis.  This  represents  a 
sickness-rate  as  regards  the  diseases  scheduled  of  6.3  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

The  highest  sickness-rate  was  in  1890,  when  it  was  16.53 
per  1,000  ; the  lowest  in  1903,  when  it  was  2.62  per  1,000. 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  rates  for  the  past  ten 
years  and  the  average  rate  : — 
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Year. 

Total  number  of 
cases  notified. 

Sickness-rate 
per  1,000 
of  population. 

1905  

142 

3.05 

1906  

208 

4.24 

1907  

218 

4.31 

1908  

442 

8.38 

1909  

509 

9.70 

1910  

209 

3.98 

1911 

221 

4.2 

1912  

561 

10.4 

1913  

337 

6.9 

1914  

255 

4.6 

Average  for  10  yrs. 

310 

5.9 

1915 

346 

6.3 

A complete  table,  giving  details  of  the  various  diseases 
notified  from  January,  1911,  to  December,  1915,  divided  and 
sub-divided  according  to  years  and  quarters,  is  given  in  the 
Appendix. 

A table  in  the  Appendix  shows  how  the  notifications 
were  received  week  by  week.  The  greatest  number  in  any 
week  was  18  in  the  week  ending  October  30th. 

The  cases  occurred  in  the  succeeding  quarters  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1st  Quarter  ...  ...  ...  74 

2nd  Quarter  ...  ...  75 

3rd  Quarter  ...  ...  ...  80 

4th  Quarter  ...  ...  ...  117 
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The  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  according  to 
Districts,  and  the  sickness-rate  per  1,000  for  each  District 
for  1915  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Disease. 

Districts 

The 

East. 

Central. 

West. 

St.  Mary's 

Borough. 

Ophthalmia  N... 

1 

2 

1 

4 

8 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

70 

33 

10 

56 

169 

Diphtheria 

59 

14 

9 

53 

135 

Enteric  Fever  . . . 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Erysipelas 

4 

2 

1 

9 

16 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

6 

1 

3 

1 

11 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Total 

145 

52 

24 

125 

346 

Sickness-rate  . . . 

6.5 

5.2 

3.6 

7.8 

6.3 

Notifications — Age  Incidence. 

The  subjoined  table  sho\vs  that,  as  usual,  the  age  group 
5-15  suffers  most  in  these  diseases. 


Disease. 

Total 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Ophthalmia  . . . 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

169 

1 

26 

104 

21 

17 

— 

Diphtheria 

135 

— 

22 

95 

11 

7 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

16 

— 

— 

— 

2 

12 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

11 

— 

— 

8 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Totals 

346 

9 

48 

210  ; 

38 

38 

3 

38 


The  later  in  life,  the  less  the  chance  of  a child’s  getting 
the  commoner  diseases,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria; 
and  the  better  the  chance  of  getting  over  it. 


Notifications — Sex  Incidence. 


Disease. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

75 

94 

169 

Diphtheria 

59 

76 

135 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

3 

4 

Erysipelas 

.4 

12 

16 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

3 

3 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever... 

8 

3 

11 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ... 

4 

4 

8 

Totals  ... 

151 

195 

346 

As  is  usual  in  health  resorts,  some  of  the  cases  were 
imported  or  due  to  imported  cases. 

House  Distribution. 

The  135  Diphtheria  cases  occurred  in  107  houses,  thus:- 


In  95  houses,  in  each  house  1 case  ...  95 

In  8 houses,  in  each  house  2 cases  ...  16 

In  3 houses,  in  each  house  3 cases  ...  9 

In  1 house,  8 cases  ...  ...  ...  8 

107  128 

The  169  Scarlet  Fever  cases  occurred  in  124  houses, 
thus  : — 

In  104  houses,  in  each  house  1 case  ...  104 

In  10  houses,  in  each  house  2 cases  ...  20 

In  5 houses,  in  each  house  3 cases  ...  15 

In  4 houses,  in  each  house  4 cases  ...  16 

In  1 house,  7 cases  ...  ...  ...  7 

124  162 
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Institutions. 


Diphtheria.  Scarlet  Fever. 


All  Saints’  Convalescent  Homes, 


Meads  ... 

Princess  Alice  Memorial  Hospital 
Children's  Home,  Dacre  Street  . 
Cottage  Home,  Green  Street 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 


1 

0 

5 

1 

0 


3 

3 

0 

0 

1 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  less  Scarlet  Fever  than  usual  in  Eastbourne 

in  1915. 

The  average  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  per  annum 
for  the  past  five  years  was  195. 

There  was  no  occurrence  of  series  of  cases  in  connection 
either  with  milk,  laundry  or  school  influence. 

Most  cases  occurred  in  December  and  in  June,  and 
fewest  m April  and  May. 

There  was  one  fatal  case. 


Diphtheria. 


There  was  rather  over  the  average  amount  of  Diphtheria 
in  1915.  There  were  135  cases  notified  as  compared  with  a 
ten  years  average  of  122. 

Of  the  135  notifications,  most  were  received  in  the 
winter  months  ; October  was  the  worst  month  in  1915. 

The  fatality  was  12  of  the  135  cases  or  8.9  per  cent. 
Of  the  patients  who  died  seven  were  girls.  The  deaths  were 
due  in  nearly  every  case  to  lateness  of  treatment. 

One  patient  only  was  not  isolated  in  the  Hospital,  viz.  : 
a case  fatal  before  notification. 

In  connection  with  the  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Order, 


1910 


(a)  On  no  occasion  was  I requested  to  administer 
Antitoxin  by  practitioners. 

(b)  4 tubes  of  Serum  were  supplied. 
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The  stations  for  the  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  are 
at  the  Grove  Road,  Latimer  Road  and  Hampden  Park 
Police  Stations,  and  circulars  were  sent  to  medical  men 
calling  their  attention  to  the  facilities  afforded. 

As  all  but  one  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  Hospital, 
only  a small  number  of  free  tubes  of  Serum  were  used. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Four  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  and  none  of  the 
patients  died.  The  previous  five  years  average  was  3.6. 

Erysipelas. 

Sixteen  cases  were  notified  with  two  deaths. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Three  cases  were  notified.  Two  patients  died. 

CerebroSpinal  Fever. 

Eleven  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  Of  these 
eleven  Eastbourne  cases  notified,  ten  were  genuine  cases, 
six  males,  four  females.  Six  of  these  died,  three  males  and 
three  females. 

Altogether  in  1915,  however,  thirty  patients  were  sent 
in  to  the  Borough  Sanatorium  as  having  Cere bro- Spinal 
Fever.  Fifteen  of  these  were  civilians  and  fifteen  soldiers. 

Twenty-one  of  the  thirty  were  genuine  cases  and  nine 
were  Meningitis  of  other  forms  or  severe  Influenza. 

Of  the  twenty-one  genuine  cases,  eighteen  were  males 
and  three  females  ; twelve  recovered,  nine  died  (including 
two  of  the  three  girls). 

Soldiers  did  better  than  civilians,  eight  of  eleven  cases 
recovered,  though  one  was  paralysed  on  one  side  and  one 
afterwards  became  insane. 

In  only  one  instance  was  there  more  than  one  case  in 
a house,  and  except  for  this  there  was  no  apparent  connection 
between  the  cases. 

Except  for  one  man  of  60  the  patients  were  children  or 
young  adults. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Eight  cases  were  notified.  No  case  afterwards  became 
blind.  2 cases  were  in  midwives  practice. 

Small  Pox. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  occurred  for  the  thirteenth  year 
in  succession. 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  are  dealt  with  later  in 
this  Report. 

The  Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

This  group  includes  Measles  (since  made  notifiable). 
Diarrhoea,  etc.,  and  they  are  far  more  dangerous  to  life  than 
most  of  the  notifiable  diseases. 

As  they  are  not  notified,  they  are  dealt  with  in  this 
Report  under  the  heading  of  Deaths. 

Information  is  obtained  sometimes  from  Head  Teachers, 
School  Attendance  Officers,  and  others.  If  the  minimum 
School  age  were  raised,  I have  no  doubt  there  would  be  less 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

School  Closure. 

No  School  was  closed  for  infectious  illness  during  1915. 

Procedure  on  Receipt  of  Notification. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits,  makes  enquiries  with  a 
view  to  prevention  of  further  cases,  and  obtains  written 
particulars  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  for  future 
use.  Bacteriological  examination  of  contacts  is  made  if 
necessary. 

If,  as  is  almost  always  the  case,  the  patient  is  removed 
to  the  Hos'pital,  disinfection  is  done  at  once.  What  can  be 
removed  to  the  steam  disinfector  is  removed  in  bags,  and 
the  room,  furniture,  etc.,  disinfected  on  the  spot. 

If  the  patient  is  kept  at  home — and  this  is  a rare  course 
in  Eastbourne — the  disinfection  is  done  at  the  close  of  the 
case. 
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Notification  is  sent  by  the  Department  to  the  Heads  of 
Schools  concerned,  and  to  the  School  Attendance  Officers, 
as  to  the  keeping  of  children  from  school. 

Examination  into  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  is 
made. 

The  Public  Librarian  is  informed,  and  private  Librarians 
also  if  necessary. 

Removal  to  the  Hospital  is  urged  in  every  fit  case,  with 
again  the  same  measure  of  success  as  in  any  other  year, 
nearly  100  per  cent,  of  the  patients  being  so  isolated. 

Means  of  Isolation  in  the  Borough. 

The  means  of  isolation  continue  to  be  satisfactory  and 
sufficient.  The  Isolation  Hospitals  include  : — 

1.  A General  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Enteric  Fever  (79  beds). 

Other  diseases  are  also  taken  on  emergency. 

429  patients  were  admitted  in  1915. 

2.  Acacia  Villa. — A cottage  isolated  and  in  its  own 
grounds,  used  for  these  two  purposes  — 

(a)  For  the  lodging  of  persons  whose  houses  are 
being  disinfected. 

(b)  For  the  temporary  lodgment  of  persons  who 
have  been  exposed  to  infection  and  are  not 
themselves  ill. 

This  was  used  by  84  persons  during  1915,  and  an 
average  of  27  in  the  preceding  ten  years. 

3.  Langney  Hospital. — For  Small-Pox.  18  beds. 

A description  of  these  three  Institutions,  their  cost,  and 
their  working  during  1915  has  been  given  by  me  in  the 
Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  on  the  same. 

Removals  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Of  the  patients  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria 
and  Enteric  Fever,  which  are  the  three  diseases  received  at 
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the  Hospital,  99.3%  were  removed  thither.  Three  hundred 
and  eight  of  these  cases  were  notified  and  306  were  removed 


to  the  Hospital. 

Cases. 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Not 

Removed. 

Percentage 

Removed. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

169 

168 

1 

99.4 

Diphtheria 

135 

134 

1 

99.2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

4 

4 

0 

100.0 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 

11 

0 

0 

100.0 

— 

— 

- 

— 

319 

317 

2 

99.3 

Details  as  to  administration,  etc.,  are  published  in  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Acacia 
Villa,  and  Langney  Hospital,  the  nett  cost  of  which  to  the 
Borough  during  1915  (October,  1914,  to  October,  1915)  was 
£ 2,833  13s.  2d.,  excluding  payment  of  capital  and  interest  on 
capital  expended. 

Disinfection. 

The  methods  of  disinfection  employed  are  the  same  as 
in  previous  years. 

For  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  Superheated  Steam  (Temp. 
260°  F.)  in  a Washington  Lyon  Disinfecting  Machine  is 
used. 

For  articles  such  as  Furs,  Boots,  etc.,  that  will  not 
stand  superheated  steam,  washing  with  Formalin  Solution 
or  Perchloride  of  Mercury  Solution  is  employed. 

For  rooms  and  houses  fumigation  with  Formalin  Gas 
by  means  of  various  lamps  is  sometimes  used,  but  more 
often  and  especially  in  Tuberculosis  a sprayer  is  used  for 
formalin  or  other  solution,  such  as  Izal,  McDougall’s  or 
Lawes’  Fluids. 

Re-papering,  re-painting,  lime-washing,  and  much  soap 
and  water  cleansing  after  the  irrigation  or  fumigation  by  the 
disinfectant  gas  are  the  methods  chiefly  relied  on. 
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After  “Consumption”  the  usual  form  of  disinfection 
carried  out  or  suggested  has  been  wet  dusting  by  dusters 
wrung  out  of  strong  disinfectant,  especially  Formalin,  Izal, 
etc.,  but  general  disinfection  is  done  also.  Disinfection 
after  “Cancer”  is  also  done,  on  request  being  made,  in  the 
hope  that  it  may  be  of  use  in  preventing  spread. 

The  disinfection  of  infected  house^  or  rooms  is  always 
done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  one  particular  man  in 
the  Sanitary  Department  under  their  immediate  instructions. 

The  Schools  have  been  disinfected  by  spraying  from 
time  to  time. 

The  Steam  Disinfector  is  situated  in  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  grounds. 

There  is  a second  small  disinfector  for  verminous 
clothing  at  the  Children’s  Cleansing  Station,  Seaside. 


VACCINATION  RETURN  FOR  EASTBOURNE  DISTRICT,  including 
Local  Government  Returns  due  on  or  before  February,  1916. 

E.  J.  HODGES,  Vaccination  Officer. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Prevalence  in  Eastbourne,  1915. 


During  1915,  166  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  were 
received  as  follows  : — 


Pulmonary.  Non-Pul monary. 


Form  A (General  Practitioners) 

103 

13 

Form  B (School  Medical  Inspectors) 

3 

9 

Form  C (Institution  Medical  Officers) 

17 

2 

Form  D (Discharges  from  Poor  Law 

etc.,  Institutions) 

17 

1 

140 

25 

Of  these,  33  were  duplicates — Form  A, 

4 ; B,  0 ; 

C,  12  ; 

and  D,  17. 


Resultant  total  of  cases,  110  pulmonary  and  22  non- 
pulmonary,  total  132.  In  spite  of  the  Notification  Act 
there  were  a few  cases  still  not  notified. 


The  Pulmonary  notification  figures  in  previous  years 
were  106,  132,  and  203  in  1914,  1913  and  1912  respectively. 
The  figure  for  1912  was  in  the  first  complete  year  of  notifica- 
tion and  included  some  old  cases. 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  notifications  arranged 
according  to  ages  and  sexes. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1912. 
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Fatality. 

During  1915,  53  persons  died  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
Of  these,  6 were  visitors,  and  3 Eastbournians  died  of  the 
disease  elsewhere.  The  nett  deaths  numbered  50  and  the 
nett  death-rate  from  “Consumption”  was  .91. 

Of  the  50  fatal  cases,  27  were  of  males  and  23  of  females. 
The  male  death-rate  was  1.2,  the  female  rate  0.7  per  1,000. 
The  ages  of  the  patients  who  died  were  in  groups  as 


follows  : — 

Under  5 ...  ...  ...  2 

5 to  14 0 

15  to  24 10 

25  to  44 24 

45  to  64 11 

Over  64 3 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  caused  7.1%  of  the  deaths  in 
Eastbourne.  All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  caused  8. 1 % of  the 
deaths. 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  of  the  past  ten 
years  from  Tuberculosis. 


Disease. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

1 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Tubercle  of  theLungs 

53 

53 

42 

58 

46 

58 

60 

39 

41 

50 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis. 

13 

11 

11 

13 

12 

12 

8 

15 

15 

7 

66 

64 

53 

71 

58 

70 

68 

54 

56 

57 

The  Scheme  of  work  in  connection  with  Tuberculosis 
was  fully  described  in  my  last  Report.  A summary  of  the 
work  in  1915  is  here  set  forth. 
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Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

(a)  Adults. 

Number  of  patients  244,  number  of  visits  made  1,178. 

The  number  of  patients  (adults)  attending  the  Dis- 
pensary was  108,  56  were  insured,  and  52  were  not  insured. 


There  were  620  attendances. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  82 

Joint  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Kidney  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Glands  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Not  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  17 

Doubtful  cases  (under  observation)  3 

There  were  5 1 new  cases  and  57  old. 


5 were  examined  as  contacts,  1 of  whom  was  found  to 
be  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

35  were  given  Institution  treatment,  and  2 others  were 
offered  and  refused  it. 

84  attended  for  examination  only,  and  24  had  treat- 
ment, 3 insured  and  21  not  insured. 

All  the  24  were  given  general  treatment,  drugs,  cod-liver 
oil,  etc. 

6 of  the  patients  attending  for  treatment  were  treated 
with  Tuberculin,  5 lung  cases  and  1 joint. 

Result  : — 

3 lung  cases  have  completed  the  course.  All 
improved  during  the  course. 

1 did  not  improve  and  the  treatment  was  dis- 
% continued. 

2 had  not  finished  their  courses  at  the  end  of  the 

year. 

(6)  Children. 

The  children  attending  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
numbered  136,  and  there  were  558  attendances.  Many 
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attended  with  a view  to  prevention  only  and  for  examination. 
Full  report,  see  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

Institution  Treatment. 

(a)  Gildredge  Hospital. 


Insured. 

Non- Insured. 

Total. 

In  Hospital  January  1st  ... 

11 

...  6 ... 

17 

Admitted  

37 

...  34  ... 

71 

Discharged  ... 

29 

...  28  ... 

57 

Died 

12 

...  4 ... 

16 

In  Hospital  December  31st 

7 

...  8 ... 

15 

Average  length  of  stay  (57  discharged,  16  died)  73  days — 
longest  313,  shortest  8 days. 

Average  length  of  stay  184  days.  From  56  up  to  the 
whole  of  the  year. 

Results  : — 

12  left  to  go  to  Sanatoria. 

31  much  improved. 

1 1 not  improved. 

3 were  not  tuberculosis. 

16  died. 
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(b)  Sanatoria,  etc. 


Results  : — 

Nayland.  14  discharged. 

3 showed  no  improvement. 

8 were  much  improved. 

3 did  not  return  to  Eastbourne. 
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Average  length  of  stay  184  days — longest  606,  shortest 
56  days. 

Ventnor.  2 discharged. 

2 improved. 

Average  length  of  stay  84  days. 

Of  the  19  patients  discharged  from  Sanatoria,  in  whose 
cases  more  than  6 months  have  elapsed  : 

9 discharged  during  the  second  half  of  1914. 

10  discharged  during  the  first  half  of  1915. 

6 are  keeping  well  and  are  at  work  or  school. 

6 have  died. 

3 did  not  return  to  Eastbourne. 

2 have  been  lost  sight  of. 

2 have  relapsed. 

Domiciliary  Treatment. 

The  patients  remaining  at  home  were  visited  by  the 
Nurse  and  sometimes  by  the  Medical  Officers  unless  such 
visits  were  refused. 

The  Nurse  visited  from  time  to  time  62  insured  patients 
and  120  non -insured.  Total  182. 

General  Work. 

The  general  preventive  work  was  continued  as  usual. 

Samples  of  Sputum  were  examined  in  221  cases,  of 
which  35  proved  positive. 

The  Officers  of  the  Department  kept  in  close  touch  with 
the  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  and,  as  usual,  received 
most  valuable  assistance,  especially  from  the  Hon.  Sec., 
Miss  D.  Chamberlain. 

The  Local  Insurance  Committee. 

It  can,  we  believe,  be  stated  with  certainty  that  every 
insured  Tuberculous  person  that  applied  received  the 
proper  form  of  treatment  for  his  or  her  case  without  delay. 
The  joint  scheme  of  the  Committee  and  Borough  Council 
as  to  Institutional  treatment  worked  without  any  difficulty, 
and  the  patients  are  much  indebted  to  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
for  his  personal  interest  in  their  treatment. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 


1.  Work  of  the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  and  other  Officers 
engaged  in  Sanitary  Work. 

Staff. 

The  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a 
part  time  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  three 
Inspectors,  two  Clerks,  and  a general  handy  man  for  assisting 
in  disinfections,  drain  testing,  etc. 

The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  the  clinical 
charge  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  Hospital  and  in 
her  spare  time  has  assisted  me  in  general  work. 

The  Staff  of  three  Inspectors  was  curtailed  by  the 
enlisting  of  Mr.  Henderson  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 
Mr.  Stanbridge  assisted  for  a while  and  eventually  also 
enlisted.  Both  joined  the  Sanitary  Branch  of  the  R.A.M.C. 

Mr.  Spears  has  had  for  the  year  the  West  and  St.  Mary’s 
Districts  with  Hampden  Park.  Mr.  Ollett  has  had  the 
Eastern  District  with  most  of  the  Central,  part  of  which 
Mr.  Spears  has  taken. 

The  work  of  Mr.  Spears  and  Mr.  Ollett,  in  a trying  year 
with  much  billeting,  has  been  specially  difficult,  and  has 
been  considerably  harder  than  that  of  many  who  have  had 
the  privilege  of  serving  the  Country  in  a military  capacity. 

Some  of  the  details  of  the  Sanitary  work  is  summarised, 
but  this  Report  is  purposely  curtailed,  and,  in  any  case,  it 
is  not  possible  to  report  the  many  items  of  the  daily  work. 

The  Disinfecting  and  Drain  Testing  Assistant,  acting 
under  the , Sanitary  Inspectors,  has  attended  at  all  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  and  carried  out  various  other  duties 
which  cannot  be  tabulated. 

Among  the  duties  of  the  Clerks  have  been  the  following  : 
Calls  and  Communications  received  and  entered  ...  4845 

Letters  and  Reports  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  2054 

Entries  made  in  Inspectors’  Journal  ...  ...  ...  236 

Entries  made  in  Register  of  Defects  and  Nuisances  ...  465 
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Notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  476 

Entries  made  in  Register  of  Samples  taken  ...  ...  140 

Returns  of  Inspectors’  Work  made  to  Committee  ...  12 

Entries  made  in  ‘'Report  Book”  on  Infectious  Cases  ...  351 

Monthly  Returns  on  the  Health  of  Eastbourne  to 

Members  of  Sanitary  Committee  and  others  ...  216 

Sanitary  Certificates  Issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Sanitary  Certificates  Endorsed  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Entries  made  in  Register  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  7 

Entries  made  in  Register  of  Unsound  Food  ...  ...  83 

Entries  made  in  Register  of  Letters  requesting  Amend- 
ments ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Samples  of  Eastbourne  Water  taken  for  Analysis  by 

Public  Analyst  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  by  Medical  Officer  52 
Cleansing  Certificates  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 

Passes  for  visiting  Sanatorium  (grounds  only)...  ...  304 

2.  Hospital  Administration. 


As  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I have,  under  the  Com- 
mittee, control  of  the  management  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  of  Acacia  Villa  (the  isolation  and  temporary 
receiving  house)  and  of  the  Small-pox  Hospital,  and  attend 
the  patients  there  personally. 

The  Tuberculosis  Hospital  administration  is  also  under 
my  control  subject  to  the  Hospital  Committee,  but  the 
clinical  duties  are  carried  out  by  Dr.  N.  F.  Smith. 

3.  Local  Acts. 

There  are  Sanitary  Provisions  in  the  following  Local 
Acts  : — 

The  Eastbourne  Improvement  Act,  1877. 

The  Eastbourne  Improvement  Act,  1885. 

Eastbourne  Corporation  Act,  1902. 

4.  Adopted  Acts. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  East- 
bourne : — 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.  Referred  to 
under  “Infantile  Mortality  Section.” 
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Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890.  Sections 
1 to  4,  6,  7,  9,  12  to  16,  and  18  to  24. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Parts 
I.,  II.,  III.  and  V. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (prac- 
tically all  the  sections  bearing  on  Sanitation). 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts,  1846  to  1889. 

5.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work  during  the  Year. 

The  Borough  Analyst,  Mr.  M.  Wynter  Blyth,  has 
examined  137  food  samples  and  six  samples  of  water  from 
the  public  supply.  Five  samples  of  water  were  examined 
bacteriologically.  We  have  also  received  copies  of  six 
chemical  and  bacteriological  reports  from  the  Water  Com- 
pany’s Analyst. 

I have  chemically  examined  for  special  purposes  52 
weekly  samples  of  the  public  water  supply. 

Personally,  or  by  my  Assistant,  I have  examined  221 
(116  military,  105  civil)  samples  of  expectoration,  at  the 
request  of  medical  men,  for  Tubercule  Bacilli,  with  35 
positive  (8  military,  27  civil)  and  186  negative  (108  military, 
78  civil)  results. 

Dr.  N.  F.  Smith  has  also  examined  many  samples  of 
sputum  in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and 
Hospital. 

I have  also  examined  559  (430  civil,  129  military) 
rubbings  from  throat  or  nose  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli,  with 
129  positive,  491  negative  and  39  doubtful  results,  including 
cases  at  the  Hospital  waiting  for  discharge. 

For  Cterebro-Spinal  Meningitis  44  examinations  in 
military  cases  were  made,  4 positive,  40  negative,  and  45 
civil  cases  (7  positive,  28  negative). 

For  Gonococcus,  3 examinations,  1 positive  and  2 
negative  results. 

Altogether  972  examinations  were  made,  290  for  the 
Army  and  682  for  Civil  cases. 
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The  laboratory  in  which  the  local  work  is  done  is 
attached  to  my  office,  so  that  there  is  no  delay. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  District. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  sanitary  work  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

Returns  as  to  Structural  Alterations. 


East,  etc. 
(Mr.  Ollett). 

West,  etc. 
(Mr.  Spears). 

Drains  examined  and  tested 

117 

253 

Drains  re-laid  and  amended 

111 

119 

Interceptors  fixed  ...  ...  . . . j 

23 

46 

Drain  ventilation  improved  ... 

30 

30 

New  w.c.  apparatus  provided  ... 

55 

133 

W.c.  apparatus  repaired 

148 

105 

W.c.  flushing  power  improved  ... 

145 

65 

, D-traps  removed  ...  ...  ... 

15 

25 

New  soil  pipes  fixed 

18 

55 

Soil  pipe  ventilators  enlarged  ... 

31 

15 

New  main  taps  provided 

35 

35 

Waste  pipes  trapped 

99 

151 

1 Sanitary  dustbins  provided 

130 

96 

Back  yards  paved  or  repaired  ... 

40 

55 

Sinks  renewed  or  repaired 

80 

90 

' New  sink  wastes  ... 

83 

152 

Safes  provided  under  w.c. 

29 

56 

W.c.  cisterns  fixed 

51 

86 

Cleansing  of  premises 

215 

79 

General  Repairs  ... 

129 

— 
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The  above  refer  to  old  houses  only,  or  to  certificated 
houses.  They  represent  the  main  part  of  the  Inspectors' 
work  as  regards  structural  amendments. 

Besides  the  work  specified  in  the  above  table,  many 
other  useful  sanitary  improvements  have  been  carried  out, 
particularly  the  remedying  of  dampness  by  making  roofs  and 
walls  watertight  and  by  attending  to  eaves  guttering  and 
spouting.  Overcrowding  and  the  improper  keeping  of 
rabbits,  fowls,  etc.,  required  and  received  constant  attention. 

Return  as  to  General  Visits  by  Inspectors  in 

ADDITION  TO  MANY  CASUAL  VISITS. 


Central  and 

| 

West  and  1 

Visits  for  Inspection  of  : 

East. 

St.  Mary’s. 

Dwelling-houses 

2046 

1644 

Schools  ... 

32 

83 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  etc. 

186 

241 

Slaughter-houses  and  Butchers  Shops 

1192 

440 

Bakehouses 

142 

39 

Fruiterers,  Fishmongers,  etc. 

759 

242 

Stable  and  other  Premises 

359 

677 

Factories,  Workshops,  and  Work- 
places 

181 

439 

Visits  in  connection  with  Notifications 

732 

288 

Premises  in  which  Drains  have  been 
Tested 

408 

308 

Sanitary  Certificates. 

During  1915,  28  new  Sanitary  Certificates  were  issued. 
The  regulations  for  a Corporation  Sanitary  Certificate 
include  the  provision  of  materials  and  apparatus  of  a high 
standard  and  one  that  cannot  be  insisted  on  by  the  Bye- 
laws. During  1914  it  was  found  necessary  to  add  an  exact 
requirements  as  to  Damp-Courses. 
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The  number  of  Certificates  issued  in  the  immediate 
previous  years  were  26,  38,  37,  56,  42,  48,  56,  45,  55,  50,  55, 
91,  62  and  70  respectively*.  The  total  number  now  issued  is 
1,642,  and  only  a few  of  these  have  been  second  issues  for 
the  same  house,  so  that  nearly  1,600  houses  have  now  been 
brought  so  thoroughly  up-to-date  as  to  receive  the  Certificate. 
The  remainder  are  well  looked  after,  and  could  in  most  cases 
be  made  fit  to  be  certified  for  a small  outlay. 

Thirty-nine  old  Certificates  have  been  endorsed  during 
1915,  after  thorough  re-examination  and  re-testing  of  the 
house,  drainage,  etc. 

A summary  of  the  requirements  is  printed  and  copies 
can  be  obtained  at  the  Sanitary  Office. 

After  Certificates  have  been  in  existence  for  three  years 
copies  of  a circular  are  sent  to  owners  or  occupiers,  reminding 
them  that  three  years  have  elapsed  since  the  issue  of  the 
Certificate  and  offering  re-examination  and  re-testing.  No 
charge  is  made  for  the  Certificate. 

School  Sanitation. 

The  Elementary  Schools  of  the  Borough  have  been 
visited  by  myself,  both  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
as  School  Medical  Officer.  They  have  been  frequently 
visited  also  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  any  defects  noticed  have  been 
remedied.  They  all  have  their  water  supplies  from  the 
public  service.  Many  of  the  private  schools  of  the  Borough 
have  also  been  visited. 
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The  STATUTORY  NOTICES  served  during  the 

YEAR  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS  ! — 

EAST  DISTRICT. 


No. 

Issued. 

No.  com- 
plied 
with. 

No. 

lapsed. 

! No.  out- 
standing. 

a Sec.  91  of  Public  Health  Act 

183 

174 

1 

8 

b Sec.  36  of  Public  Health  Act 

35 

34 

1 

— 

,,  34 

6 

6 

— 

— 

c Sec.  41  of  Public  Health  Act 

14 

14 

— 

— 

j / Sec.  46  of  Public  Health  Act 

61 

60 

— 

1 

! •.  49  

3 

3 

— 

— 

i Factory  & Workshops  Act 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sec.  15  H.T.  Planning  Act 

22 

14 

- 

8 

Totals 

1 

325 

306 

2 

17 

CENTRAL  DISTRICT. 


No. 

Issued. 

No.  com- 
plied 
with. 

No. 

lapsed. 

No.  out- 
standing 

a Sec.  91  of  Public  Health  Act 

47 

45 

— 

2 

b Sec.  36  of  Public  Health  Act 

10 

9 

— 

1 

c Sec.  41  of  Public  Health  Act 

4 

4 

— 

— 

d Sec.  49  of  Public  Health  Act 

3 

3 

— 

— 

/ Sec.  46  of  Public  Health  Act 

17 

17 

— 

— 

34  of  Public  Health  Act 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Factory  St  Workshops  Act 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

85 

82 

— 

3 
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WEST  DISTRICT. 


No. 

Issued. 

No.  com- 
plied 
with. 

No. 

lapsed. 

No.  out- 
standing. 

a Sec.  91  of  Public  Health  Act 

2 

1 

— 

1 

b Sec.  36  of  Public  Health  Act 

4 

3 

— 

1 

/ Sec.  46  of  Public  Health  Act 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

6 

— 

2 

ST.  MARY’S  AND  HAMPDEN  PARK  DISTRICTS. 


No. 

Issued. 

No.  com- 
plied 
with. 

No. 

lapsed. 

No.  out- 
standing. 

a Sec.  91  of  Public  Health  Act 

12 

6 

— 

6 

b Sec.  36  of  Public  Health  Act 

12 

11 

1 

— 

c Sec.  41  of  Public  Health  Act 

5 

5 

— 

— 

/ Sec.  46  of  Public  Health  Act 

32 

29 

— 

— 

Factory  & Workshops  Act 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Totals  

62 

52 

3 

7 

a To  abate  nuisances  of  various  sorts,  including  overcrowding. 
b To  provide  proper  closets,  dustbins,  etc. 
c To  re-lay  and  repair  defective  drains. 
d To  remove  offensive  accumulations. 
f To  cleanse,  disinfect,  etc.,  houses. 


Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by 
Bye-laws  and  Regulations. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 


The  usual  Bye-laws  are  in  force, 
accommodation  are  as  follows  : — 

27  Tower  Street 
24  Tower  Street 

9 Tower  Street  

132  Langney  Road  ... 


The  houses  and  their 

14  men. 

10  men. 

14  men  and  women. 

58  men. 
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There  is  also  a Woman’s  Hostel  in  Latimer  Road, 
managed  by  a Committee  mainly  of  ladies,  which  has  been 
worked  at  a loss  of  about  ilOO  per  annum,  being  mainly 
philanthropic  in  object.  This  was  registered  in  1913. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  as  to  these  and  no 
registration,  for  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  Borough,  catering 
for  visitors  as  it  does,  most  houses  in  certain  portions  of  the 
Borough  are  at  some  time  let  in  lodgings. 

Cellar  Dwellings. 

While  there  are  supposed  to  be  none  of  these  in  the 
Borough,  certain  underground  rooms  have  to  be  carefully 
watched  from  time  to  time  to  see  that  improper  use  is  not 
being  made  of  them. 

Mr.  Ollett  had  occasionally  to  have  these  rooms  vacated 
in  his  district.  During  the  billeting  especial  inspections 
had  to  be  made. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  six  of  these  in  the  Borough,  viz.  : Marine 
Stores  and  a Bone  Collector’s  Yard. 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  in  1915. 

There  is  no  Public  Abattoir  in  Eastbourne,  and  hence 
complete  supervision  of  slaughtering  and  of  meat  is  not 
practically  possible. 

There  are  four  slaughter-houses  only  in  Eastbourne  ; 
three  in  the  East  Ward — namely,  The  Crumbles,  Latimer 
Road,  and  Bourne  Street  Slaughter-houses — and  one  in 
St.  Mary’s  Ward — namely,  Upwick  Slaughter-house.  These 
Slaughter-houses  are  all  private.  They  are  visited  at  frequent 
intervals,  as  the  list  of  seizures  of  unsound  food  shows. 

Though  not  entirely  satisfactory,  there  is  nothing,  in 
the  absence  of  a Public  Abattoir,  to  prevent  their  being 
licensed  annually.  No  complaints  have  been  received 
about  them  during  1915. 
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Much  of  the  meat  consumed  in  Eastbourne  is  slaughtered 
•outside  the  Borough. 

Unfortunately  the  rural  district  is  so  large  that  super- 
vision is  difficult.  Consumers  are  safer  in  using  meat 
slaughtered  within  the  Borough. 

All  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  qualified  Meat  Inspectors 
and  the  supervision  is  well  carried  out. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

These  were  more  numerous  than  usual.  No  prosecu- 
tions were  instituted  in  1915,  but  from  time  to  time  the 
chimneys  of  certain  laundries,  hotels,  and  large  buildings 
were  offensive. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  in  1915  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  as  to  any  of  the 
above. 

Elementary  Schools. 

The  sanitation  of  the  schools  is  dealt  with  in  my  Report 
as  School  Medical  Officer,  and  is  satisfactory. 

There  are  18  schools  with  31  departments. 

The  schools  have  been  disinfected  from  time  to  time 
during  the  year. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  being  also  the  School 
Medical  Officer,  it  is  only  necessary  for  further  details  to 
refer  to  my  School  Report  for  1915. 


Infectious  Diseases,  1915. 


' 

East 

Dis- 

trict. 

j 

Cen- 

tral 

Dis- 

trict. 

West 
i Dis- 
trict. 

St. 

Mary’s 

Dis- 

trict. 

Total. 

Number  of  cases  notified 

145 

52 

24 

125 

346 

(excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Number  removed  to  Sana- 

138 

48 

22 

111 

319 

torium 
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Each  case  involves  visiting  and  disinfection. 

When  the  patient  is  removed  to  Hospital,  the  Inspector 
superintends  the  removal.  If  the  patient  remains  at  home, 
frequent  calls  have  to  be  made  during  the  illness  to  see  that 
proper  precautions  are  taken. 

Besides  the  work  done  in  connection  with  notified  cases, 
disinfection  was  frequently  done  in  other  instances,  after 
Cancer.  Measles,  Chickenpox,  etc. 

In  notified  cases  of  Phthisis  the  Medical  Officers  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors  make  investigations  into  the  circum- 
stances and  carry  out  disinfection. 

Eighty-four  cases  were  removed  to  Acacia  Villa.  This 
house  is  used  for  the  reception  of  persons  whose  houses  are 
being  disinfected  and  for  occasional  doubtful  cases,  or  cases 
that  for  some  reason,  while  not  suitable  for  the  Sanatorium, 
require  temporary  isolation.  It  has  been  used  more  in  1915 
than  in  any  year. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Under  these  Acts,  in  1915,  140  samples  of  food  were 
taken  and  114  were  genuine,  23  being  unsatisfactory  (three 
were  spoilt  in  transit).  This  large  percentage  of  adulterated 
samples — viz.,  16.7,  is  very  unsatisfactory.  In  1911  the 
percentage  was  5.5%,  in  1912  5%,  in  1913  1.2%,  and  in 
1914  1.3%. 

A list  of  the  samples  is  given  below. 
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Foodstuffs. 

Sam- 

ples 

taken 

Returned 

Genu- 

ine. 

Adul- 

tera- 

ted. 

Milk  

82 

68 

14 

Butter  ... 

15 

15 

Cream  ... 

1 

1 

Cheese  ... 

2 

2 

Whiskey 

3 

3 

Brandy 

4 

4 

Rum 

2 

2 

Gin 

1 

1 

Margarine 

5 

5 

Pork  Sausages 

4 

0 

4 

Tinned  Beans  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Tinned  Peas 

1 

0 

1 

Bread  & Butter 

4 

4 

Green  Tip  Tea 

1 

1 

Bread 

3 

0 

3 

Pepper  ... 

1 

1 

Honey  ... 

1 

1 

Ground  Ginger 

4 

4 

Lard 

4 

4 

Dripping 

1 

1 

140 

117 

23 

1 deficient  in  milk  fat  4.3% 
(caution) . 

1 deficient  in  milk  fat  4.0% 
(caution) . 

1 contained  added  water 
4.7%  (withdrawn  on  pay- 
ment of  costs). 

1 deficient  in  milk  fat  10.0% 
(withdrawn  on  payment  of 
costs). 

1 deficient  in  milk  fat  16.5% 
(withdrawn  on  payment  of 
costs) . 

1 deficient  in  milk  fat  10.0% 
(withdrawn  on  payment  of 
costs) . 

1 deficient  in  milk  fat  10.0% 
(withdrawn  on  payment  of 
costs) . 

1 deficient  in  milk  fat  6.6% 
(withdrawn  on  payment  of 
costs) . 

1 deficient  in  solids  not  fat 
2.3%  (no  proceedings). 

1 deficient  in  fat  6.6%  (case 
dismissed) . 

1 deficient  in  fat  10.0%  (case 
withdrawn) . 

1 deficient  in  fat  6.6%  (case 
dismissed) . 

1 deficient  in  fat  26.6% 
(fined  £ 5 7s.  6d.  inclusive). 

1 deficient  in  fat  6.6%  (case 
dismissed) . 


By  addition  of  bread  (fine  in 
one  case  20/-). 


Ropy  (no  legal  action  taken) . 
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Milk  Supply. 

Dairies.  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  of  1885-6. 

The  regulations  under  these  Orders  have  received 
constant  attention  throughout  the  year. 

Those  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  Borough  are  in  good 
condition. 


East 

District. 

West 

and 

Central 

Districts. 

St. 

Mary’s 

District. 

Total. 

Number  of  Dairies  on  Register 

14 

11 

7 

32 

Number  of  Cowsheds  on  Regis- 

2 

2 

9 

13 

ter 

Number  of  Milkshops  on  Regis- 

53 

25 

11 

89 

ter 

Infectious  Diseases  among  Em- 

6 

— 

— 

6 

ployees. 

Infectious  Diseases  on  Pre- 

1 

— 

1 

mises 

Notice  to  Abate  Nuisance 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Number  Registered  in  1914  ... 

5 

— 

1 

6 

Number  removed  from  Regis- 

14 



1 

15 

ter  in  1914 

Milk  Prosecutions. 

There  were  no  less  than  twelve  samples  deficient  in  fat, 
from  4%  to  26.6%.  In  ten  of  these  cases  proceedings  were 
taken  in  Court,  which  were  futile  in  nine  cases.  The  state 
of  the  law  as  regards  this  form  of  theft  and  injury  to  the 
public  is  disheartening  to  those  attempting  to  get  a good 
article  for  the  public.  Excuses  about  seasons,  foodstuffs, 
etc.,  are  accepted  as  sufficient  defence,  when  3%  of  fat  can 
be  easily  obtained  if  proper  attention  to  lands  is  given. 

I submit  a statement  and  table  showing  the  quality  of 
the  milk  supplied  month  by  month  in  Eastbourne,  and  am 
convinced  that  if  permitted’  to  insist  on  the  already  low 
presumptive  standard  for  fat  and  solids,  local  authorities 
and  local  magistrates  could  ensure  a good  supply. 
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New  Milk  supplied  Eastbourne  during  1915. 


January  ... 

Samples 

taken. 

...  7 

Average 

Fat. 

3.3 

Average 
Total  Solids. 

12.21 

February 

...  None 

— 

— 

March 

...  13 

3.8 

12.58 

April 

...  None 

— 

— 

May 

...  9 

3.3 

12.25 

June 

...  38 

3.5 

12.85 

July  ... 

...  11 

3.3 

11.18 

August  . . . 

...  None 

— 

— 

September 

...  None 

— 

— 

October  ... 

...  None 

— 

— 

November 

...  — 

— 

— 

December 

...  4 

4.0 

12.70 

82 


Other  Cases. 

The  sausage  cases  were  interesting  as  showing  that  the 
law  as  interpreted  here  permits  vendors  to  sell  as  “pork” 
sausages,  sausages  containing  mostly  bread  with  some  pork 
in  them  and  charged  at  the  price  of  pork. 

The  taking  of  food  samples  is  apparently  in  the  present 
state  of  the  law  rather  a waste  of  money,  the  advantage  in 
any  case  seeming  to  be  mainly  with  the  vendor  of  the  altered 
article. 

Report  of  Administration  in  connection  with  the 
Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912. 

Report  for  the  year  ended  31  st  December,  1915. 

1.  Milk  ; and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a)  Number  of  samples  examined 

Milk. 

Cream. 

for  the  presence  of  a pre- 
servative 

82 

0 

(6)  Number  in  which  a preserva- 

tive was  reported  to  be 
present 

0 

0 
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2.  Cream  Sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted 

for  analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the 
label  as  to  preservatives  were  correct. 

(i)  Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Statements  incorrect  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total 1 

(b)  Determination  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as 

preserved  cream. 

(i)  Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  require- 

ments as  to  labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved 
cream  in  Article  V.,  and  the  proviso  in  Article  V. 
of  the  Regulations  have  not  been  observed.  NiL 

(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations. 

have  not  been  complied  with,  and  action  taken. 

Nil. 

3.  Thickening  Substances. 

Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to  cream  or  to  preserved 
cream.  Nil.  Action  taken  where  found.  Nil. 

4.  Other  Observations,  if  any.  Nil. 


Unsound  Food. 

As  far  as  can  be  done  by  the  Sanitary  Department,, 
all  meat  slaughtered  in  Eastbourne  is  inspected,  and  much 
good  work  has  been  done.  The  three  Inspectors  have  the 
special  Sanitary  Institute  Certificate  for  meat  inspection. 

Eighty-three  seizures  and  surrenders  were  made  of 
unsound  food  in  Slaughter  Houses,  Shops  and  Barrows  in 
the  streets. 
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Legal  proceedings  had  to  be  taken  in  the  following 
instances  : — 391bs.  of  unsound  pork.  Total  fine  £15. 


101b  Box  Tripe  ... 

lOlbs.  Tripe  

1  Carcase  and  Organs  of  Cow 
391bs.  of  Pork  ... 

3 cwt.  881bs.  Beef 

8 Small  Pigs 

7 Pigs 

3 Bullocks  

1 Sow 

1 Carcase  of  Sheep 
lib.  Gooseberries 

100  Mackerel  

20  Boxes  Mackerel 
10  Jars  of  Honey 
3 Sheeps’  Kidneys 

2 Sheeps’  Livers 

3 Barrels  of  Herrings 

1 Barrel  of  Jersey  Potatoes  . 
14  Bullocks’  Livers 
18  Ox  Livers 
13  Bullocks’  Lungs 
7 Pigs’  Heads 

4 Ox  Lungs  and  Suet 
3 Bullocks’  Heads 

5 Pigs’  Livers  ... 

3 Pigs’  Pluck 

7 Lambs’  Livers 


Surrendered. 


Seized. 

Surrendered. 
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Legal  Proceedings  during  the  Year  1915. 


No. 

Offence. 

Date. 

Result. 

1 

Selling  adulterated  rum 

Jan. 

18 

Fined  40/-  and  costs. 

2 

Exposing  for  sale  unsound  meat 

Mar. 

29 

Fined  £\0. 

3 

Do. 

Mar. 

29 

Fined  £5. 

4 

Selling  milk  containing  4.7 
added  water. 

June 

28 

Fined  30/-. 

5 

Selling  milk 
fat  10% 

deficient  in  milk 

June 

28 

Case  withdrawn. 

6 

Selling  milk 
fat  16.5% 

deficient  in  milk 

June 

28 

Case  withdrawn. 

7 

Selling  milk 
10% 

deficient  in  fat 

July 

5 

Case  withdrawn. 

8 

Selling  milk 
10%. 

deficient  in  fat 

July 

5 

Case  withdrawn. 

9 

Selling  milk 
6.6% 

deficient  in  fat 

July 

5 

Case  withdrawn. 

% 

10 

Selling  adulterated  sausages  . . . 

July 

30 

Case  adjourned. 

11 

Selling  milk 
fat  6.6% 

deficient  in  milk 

Aug. 

9 

Case  dismissed. 

12 

Selling  milk 
10% 

deficient  in  fat 

Aug. 

9 

Case  dismissed. 

13 

Selling  milk 
6.6% 

deficient  in  fat 

Aug. 

9 

Case  dismissed. 

14 

Selling  milk 

deficient  in  fat 

Aug. 

9 

Fined  £5  7s.  6d. 

15 

Selling  milk 
6.6% 

deficient  in  fat 

Aug. 

9 

Case  dismissed. 

16 

Selling  adulterated  sausages  ... 

Sept. 

17 

Fined  20/- 

17 

Selling  adulterated  sausages  . . . 

j Sept. 

17 

Case  dismissed. 

18 

Dirty  condition  of  premises  ... 

Feb. 

22 

Fined  10/— 

19 

Do. 

Feb. 

22 

Order  made. 

20 

Illegal  manner  of  selling  mar- 
garine 

! July 

6 

Withdrawn  on  pay- 
ment of  costs. 
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Bakehouses. 

There  are  47  bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  11  of  which 
are  underground.  These  all  received  frequent  inspection 
during  1915. 

Public  Baths. 

There  are  two  sets  of  Public  Baths  in  the  Borough — 
viz.,  in  Seaside  and  in  the  Old  Town — and  one  Municipal 
Swimming  Bath  in  the  Old  Town.  There  are  no  public 
washhouses. 

Seaside  Baths. — The  numbers  using  these  Baths  are 
shown  in  the  returns  below 


Baths  used  by — 


Year. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

1903  ... 

9110 

2415 

592 

12117 

1904  ... 

10773 

2834 

561 

14168 

1905  ... 

10800 

2976 

578 

14354 

1906  ... 

11361 

3225 

623 

15209 

1907(  ... 

10201 

2850 

480 

13531 

1908  ... 

10942 

3380 

580 

14859 

1909  ... 

10478 

3470 

750 

14698 

1910  ... 

11452 

3580 

536 

15568 

1911  ... 

12305 

4072 

878 

17255 

1912  ... 

10572 

3565 

1214 

15351 

1913  ... 

12332 

5198 

1452 

18982 

1914  ... 

13049 

4700 

828 

18577 

1915  ... 

12084 

3511 

654 

19643 

The  receipts  for  1915  were  £226  Is.  lOd.  as  compared 
with  £253  3s.  6d.  in  1914. 

The  loss  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1915,  on  these 
Baths  was  £170  12s.  7d.,  exclusive  of  £73  12s.  8d.  capital 
charges. 

Free  ordinary  Baths  and  some  at  Id.  each  were  granted 
by  the  Corporation  to  soldiers  quartered  in  the  Borough. 

Old  Town  Baths. — These  were  opened  on  Jan.  5th.,  1905. 
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Baths  used  by  — 


Year. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

1905 

3057 

522 

689 

4268 

1906 

4060 

704 

562 

5326 

1907 

4275 

691 

408 

5374 

1908 

4712 

929 

423 

6064 

1909 

4678 

817 

468 

5963 

1910 

4884 

1132 

434 

6450 

1911 

5149 

1094 

437 

6680 

1912 

4908 

1146 

446 

6500 

1913 

5331 

1227 

286 

6844 

1914 

6468 

1269 

344 

8081 

1915 

12139 

1853 

183 

14175 

Swimming  Bath — 

1905 

5902 

597 

4146 

10645 

1906 

6200 

865 

4215 

11280 

1907 

6385 

1574 

3303 

11262 

1908 

6749 

1860 

5144 

13723 

1909 

5119 

2105 

4147 

11371* 

1910 

8147 

2156 

4779 

15182* 

1911 

9919 

2263 

6022 

18204* 

1912 

8200 

2410 

5040 

15650* 

1913 

6188 

1842 

7092 

15122* 

1914 

4368 

3490 

2782 

10640 

1915 

3742 

836 

1979 

6557 

•Some 

season-ticket  holders  omitted 

in  these  figures. 

The  use  of  the  Swimming  Baths  has  decreased  very 
much  indeed  during  the  War. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  March  31st, 
1915,  was  £882  6s.  5d.,  the  income  £393  10s.  Od.  Deducting 
capital  charges  of  £276  17s.  4d.,  the  excess  of  expenditure 
over  income  was  £201  19s.  Id.  as  compared  with  £256  16s.  6d. 
in  the  previous  year. 

Elementary  School  Galas  for  each  sex  were  held  and 
were  very  successful. 

Mortuary. 

This  well-equipped  building,  adjoining  the  Town  Hall, 
is  under  the  management  of  the  Police. 

It  was  used  for  34  bodies  during  1915. 
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HOUSING. 

While  careful  attention  has  been  given  to  remedying  of 
defects  during  1915  as  usual,  active  housing  reforms  have 
had  to  be  deferred. 


During  1915,  43  houses  were  certified  for  occupation. 
Of  these,  27  were  situated  in  the  East  District  and  11  in 
St.  Mary’s. 

The  numbers  certified  in  recent  years  have  been  as 
follows  : — 


1915 — 43  houses. 
1914—  92  „ 

1913—103  „ 

1912—  98  „ 

1911—139  „ 

1910—  85  „ 


1909 — 100  houses. 
1908—105  „ 

1907—127  „ 

1906—163  „ 

1905—165  „ 

1904—166  „ 


At  the  census  of  1911  the  total  houses  in  Eastbourne 
were  as  follows  : — 

Inhabited  ...  ...  8967 

Uninhabited  ...  ...  382 

Building 52 


Total  9401 


Since  the  census  436  houses  have  been  completed, 
making  the  total  9837. 

Of  these,  approximately  3750  are  rated  to  be  of  a rental 
of  10/-  or  under. 

The  persons  per  inhabited  house  at  the  1901  census 
averaged  6.1  and  at  the  1911  census  5.8. 

The  number  of  persons  in  1911  per  ordinary  inhabited 
dwelling-houses  as  distinct  from  hotels,  etc.,  was  an  average 
of  5.3  ; in  the  89  large  buildings  inhabited  the  average  was 
45.4 

Overcrowding. 

The  want  of  small  and  cheap  houses  is  met  by  joint 
occupations  and  sub-letting  rooms. 


The  usual  difficulty  has  occurred  of  large  families  not 
finding  suitable  accommodation.  Notices  have  had  to  be 
served  for  overcrowding,  but  the  Inspectors  have  given 
verbal  notices  and  by  visiting  have  prevented  overcrowding, 
rather  than  depending  on  legal  notices. 

The  billeting  of  two  brigades  of  infantry  and  various 
other  small  military  units  without  notice  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority  involved  very  heavy  additional  work  on  Messrs. 
Spears  and  Ollett,  as  regards  overcrowding. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  for  overcrowding. 

The  population  density  in  1915  was  8 persons  per  acre 
over  the  whole  Borough.  Taking  about  one-third  of  the 
area  as  being  built  over,  the  rest  being  agricultural  land,  the 
real  density  would  be  about  28  per  acre. 

The  main  part  of  the  repair  work  is  carried  out  after 
notices  under  Section  91  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
either  by  itself  as  a rule  or  in  accordance  with  the  Schedule 
in  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1900. 

Under  Section  91  P.H.A.  ’75,  244  notices  were  served. 

Under  Section  15,  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 
22  notices  were  served. 

Housing  Regulations,  1910  (Sept.  2nd). 

In  accordance  with  the  above  (Art.  V.)  I submit  the 
following  table  : — 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for 
the  purposes  of  section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  : 64. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection  were 
considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  : 6. 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local 
authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of  closing 
orders  . 6. 

The  number  of  closing  orders  made  : 6. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which 
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were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing 
orders : 57. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after  the  making 
of  closing  orders  were  put  into  a fit  state  for  human 
habitation  : 6. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  : — 

The  defects  were  general  dilapidations  and  dampness. 
Such  matters  as  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings  had  been 
attended  to  previously  from  time  to  time  as  required. 

There  was  no  necessity  to  deal  with  any  “unhealthy 
area.” 

Building  Bye-laws. 

These  are  enforced  in  Eastbourne  by  a special  official, 
the  Building  Surveyor  under  the  Buildings  Committee. 
They  are  quite  up-to-date. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 

In  accordance  with  the  Home  Office  instructions,  I 
submit  in  tabular  form  a summary  of  the  working  of  these 
Acts  as  far  as  they  concern  the  Sanitary  Authority. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces, 
and  Homework. 

I.— INSPECTION. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Factories  ... 

150 

3 

(including  Factory  Laundries). 

Workshops 

617 

9 

— 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

295 

1 

Total 

1062 

13 

— 
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II. -DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Reme- 

died. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

15 

15 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances  ... 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation 
insufficient. 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation 
unsuitable  or  defective. 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation 
not  separated  for  sexes. 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Fac- 
tory & Workshop  Act, 
excluding  outwork. 

Total 

34 

34 

— 

— 
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III.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (Sec.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  In- 
spectors as  remediable  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  Act 
(Sec.  5).  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

1 

Underground  Bakehouses  (Sec.  101)  : — 

In  use  during  1915 

1 

1 

Certificates  granted  in  1915 

Nil 

Number  of 

Homework  : — 

List  of  Outworkers  (Sec.  107)  : — 

Lists  received 

Lists. 

Out- 

workers. 

1 

2 

Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Other. 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome 
premises  (Sec.  108) 

— 

— 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  home- 
workers’  premises 

— 

— 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1915  ... 

640 

Bakehouses  ... 

47 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

687 

APPENDIX. 


local  Government  Board  and  other  Cables. 


1.  Vital  Statistics. 

2.  Infectious  Illness  for  the  year. 

3.  Causes  of  Death  at  various  ages. 

4.  Weekly  Notifications  of  Infectious  Illness. 

5.  Infantile  Mortality. 

6.  Zymotic  Deaths  for  ten  years. 

7.  Five  years’  Infectious  Disease. 

8.  General  Statistics. 


Weather  Chart. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  District  during  1915  and  previous  years. 


At  all  Ages. 

Rate. 

13 

Number. 

12 

Under  1 Year  of 
Age.  

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births. 
11 

Number. 

10 

Of  Resi- 
dents not 
registered 
in  the 
District. 
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-This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  Births  and  Deaths  in  the  district,  and  the  Births  and  Deaths  properly  belonging  to  it,  with  the  corresponding 

rates.  For  years  before  iqii  the  corrected  rates  are  not  available. 


TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1915. 
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Tuberculosis  Hospital  not  opened  until  July,  1914. 


TABLE  III. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  year  1915 


Causes  of  Death. 


i 


All  Causes— 
Certifit  d 
Uncertified 


Measles  ...  ' 

Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
W hooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  ar.d  Croup 
Influenza 
Erysipelas 

Phthisis(Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis) 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
Ot  her  T uberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 
tory Organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  & Bright’s  Dis’se. 
Puerperal  Fever... 

Other  Accidents  & Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  & Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 
Suicides 

Other  defined  Diseases  ... 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 
known 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 

Total 
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or 
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Totals  ... 


TABLE  IV. 


Weekly  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1915. 


Week. 

C.S.M. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Oph. 

Neonatorun. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Totals. 

No. 

Date  of  Ending. 

i 

January  2 .. 

2 

3 

2 

9" 

I 

2 

4 

1 

8 

3 

16... 

4 

4 

1 

9 

4 

,,  23.. 

3 

1 

1 

... 

5 

5 

,,  3°- 

1 

2 

3 

6 

February  6 . 

1 

4 

5 

7 

*3- 

1 

1 

2 

8 

, , 20  . . 

1 

4 

3 

8 

9 

,,  27  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

IO 

March  6... 

2 

2 

4 

ij 

, 13- 

1 

2 

5 

1 

9 

12 

, 20... 

1 

1 

2 

... 

4 

13 

27.. 

3 

1 

4 

14 

April  3... 

3 

3 

6 

i5 

,,  10... 

1 

2 

3 

16 

„ 17... 

2 

2 

4 

17 

24... 

1 

3 

... 

4 

18 

May  1... 

3 

3 

i9 

,,  8 . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

20 

15- 

1 

5 

6 

21 

• > 22... 

2 

... 

... 

2 

22 

29... 

2 

3 

5 

23 

June  s .. 

3 

6 

9 

24 

>,  12  .. 

1 

12 

*3 

25 

19- 

2 

4 

6 

26 

,,  26.. 

2 

1 

5 

8 

2 7 

July  3 

4 

... 

4 

28 

,,  10... 

1 

6 

2 

1 

10 

29 

,,  17. 

2 

1 

... 

3 

3° 

,,  24... 

6 

... 

6 

31 

31- 

2 

4 

6 

32 

August  7.. 

5 

1 

5 

11 

33 

,,  14. 

1 

1 

2 

... 

4 

34 

,,  21  . 

2 

2 

1 

... 

5 

35 

28... 

4 

4 

36 

September  4... 

1 

1 

3 

... 

5 

37 

,,  11... 

6 

... 

6 

38 
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1 
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..  9— 
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1 
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■ • 16.. 

10 
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2 

14 

43 

, 23... 

4 

3 

7 

44 

,,  30  •• 

17 

1 

18 
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November  6... 

7 

8 

1 

16 
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*3 
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5 ■ 
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48 

..  27... 

... 

1 
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December  4... 
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11  11... 
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10 

5r 

18.. 

4 

3 

7 

52 

' 25... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

53 

31- 

2 

... 

2 

Totals  ... 
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16 
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4 

8 

3 
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TABLE  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1915. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  ot  Age. 
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Deaths 
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1 year. 
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Cause  of  Death. 

All  Causes— 

Certified 

Uncertified  ... 

Uncertified 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

Congenital  Malformations 

Premature  Birth 

• Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

Nett  Births,  Legitimate,  709.  Nett  Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants,  69. 

,,  Illegitimate,  60.  ,,  Illegitimate  ,,  7. 


TABLE  VI. 

Table  shewing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the 
10  years  1905 — 1914  and  in  the  year  1915. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease.  Returns  for  1911 — 1915. 
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Metkoroi.ogy.  Deaths.  Notifications.  Births. 


TABLE  VIII. 


Estimated  Population.  55.000. 


1914. 

1st 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Total. 

Males 

92 

116 

83 

108 

399 

Females 

93 

96 

95 

80 

364 

Total  

185 

212 

778 

188 

763 

East  Ward 

1 12 

116 

no 

1x5 

453 

Central  Ward 

20 

23 

25 

24 

92 

West  Ward 

20 

4 

5 

9 

38 

St.  Mary’s  Ward 

33 

69 

38 

40 

180 

Diphtheria 

22 

20 

3i 

62 

135 

Erysipelas 

7 

3 

5 

I 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

37 

48 

40 

44 

169 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 



— 

1 

2 

3 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

4 

4 

1 

2 

11 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

— 

2 

2 

8 

Total 

74 

75 

80 

117 

346 

Males  

101 

84 

69 

77 

33i 

Females 

i55 

89 

65 

88 

397 

1'otal 

256 

i73 

134 

165 

728 

Non-Residents 

23  ' 

25 

19 

230 

87 

Corrected  Total 

233 

148 

US 

T45 

641 

v ( Under  1 year 

24 

17 

16 

19 

76 

5 1 1— 5 years 

21 

5 

7 

6 

39 

*"•{  5— 15  years 

T3 

7 

6 

8 

34 

g J5— 65  years 

84 

88 

68 

71 

3TI 

03  V.  Over  65  years 

T14 

56 

37 

61 

268 

East  Ward  

106 

73 

61 

63 

303 

Central  Ward 

55 

22 

29 

20 

126 

West  Ward 

75 

32 

9 

18 

134 

St.  Mary’s  Ward 

20 

46 

35 

64 

165 

Atmospheric  Pressure,  ( Mean  . . 

29 '757 



30*004 

29*954 

29844 

29*889 

inches  J Highest 

30 '47 1 

30 '379 

30 '375 

30*501 

30*432 

(corrected)  ( Lowest 

28*982 

29’537 

29*504 

29*070 

29*523 

/ Mean 

41*4 

52'4 

59*9 

46*5 

5o'i 

Air  Temperature  J Highest 

52*7 

71’3 

73 '3 

58 '7 

64*0 

l Lowest 

28*7 

36*0 

45 '3 

32 '3 

35'6 

Sea 

43’1 

52*3 

61  *6 

49 '4 

5i'6 

Total  Rainfall  (inches) 

9*28 

6*79 

5*29 

i5'5i 

36*87 

Bright  Sunshine,  hours  recorded 

252*9 

638*8 

630*9 

218*7 

i74i  '3 

(Sounfj?  'gSovottg^  of  ^ctsfBomrne. 

Qiyardy /i^yoMy Hraxy  X^y  pxi/rusipai/  (^f[UX£X>\x>t<^  (5oixcVUWru>  d^Ain^^ccuJ)  okvy/  <*p X$y*J /yewd  1915. 


DEATHS. 


RAINFALL. 

Each  Square 


Equals  One-Ta,th  of  an  Inch. 


TEMPERATURE  (Maximum  and  Minimum) 

Each  Square  Equals  One  Degree. 


SUNSHINE . 

Each  Square  Equals  One  Hour. 


Each  Square  Equals  One  De. 


BAROMETRIC  PRESSURE  (r 


